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Oviginal Conmmunications. 
[For the Religious Monitor | 
FALSE PROFESSORS WITNESSES AGAINST 
THEMSELVES. 

A Sermon, on Jashua xxiv. 22.—“ Jnd 
Joshua said unto the people, ye are 
witnesses against yourselves, that ye 
have chosen you the Lord fo serve him. 
And they said, We are witnesses.” 





THERE never was a generation of Israelites 
which equalled in. piety that which entered 
Cannaan, under the conduct of Joshua. The 
awful judgments inflicted on their fathers, 
their own troubles in following the wander- 
ings of their fathers in the wilderness, the 
wonderful works of God in bringing them 
into Canaan, subduing their enemies, and 
giving them that good land, their numerous 
wars and the proof afforded by them of the 
superiority of Jehovah over the gods of the 
nations, appear to have left impressions on 
their minds not easy to be eflaced. And we 
are told that they served the Lord all the 
days of Joshua, and all the days of the 
elders who over lived Joshua. Yet the best 
of men read warnings: and though Joshua 
had long been a Father to Israel, and though 
at this time alive to all that tenderness which 
must fill the good man’s heart, when depart- 
ing from the worid, and bidding farewell to 
those whom he leaves behind, he spends his 
last moments in faithful and affectionate 
warnings: he gives them as the last and 
best evidence of his regard. He neither 
flatters the people nor exhibits a flattering 
picture of the ways of God. He tells them 
that “ they cannot serve the Lord, for he is 
an holy God ; he is a jealous God.” Like 
Christ he appears to discourage rather than 
allure, and cautions where we would expect 
him to command. His object, however, is 
not to discourage, but to set before them all 
the difficulties of a religious life, that their 
choice might be deliberate and fixed. And 
Vou. vu. 


after they had made and repeated their pro- 
fession in the strongest terms, he calls on 
them to consider that the profession which 
they had made would be a testimony against 
them ; that is, if they forsook it. And they 
also assent to this, We are witnesses ; that 
is, Witnesses against ourselves, that we are 
guilty and justly condemned if we walk not 
according to our present engagements. A 
person is a witness against hunself when he 
males an open confession of his faith, when 
his former writings or declarations are pro- 
duced as evidence against his present plea, 
when that truth is discovered which he desi- 
red to conceal, when different parts of his 
testimony are unintentionally against his 
cause, and when the falsehoods or contradic- 
tions appearing in his evidence, not only de- 
feat its intention, but give wright to the side 
against which he contends. It is easy to 
see how much such testimony militates 
against men. One witness produced to tes- 
tify in our favour, if he testify against us is 
equal to the loss of two favourable witness- 
es; he takes one from us and adds one to 
the opposite party. And our loss is much 
greater if we give testimony against our- 
selves, fur no evidence is less liable to the 
suspicion of falsehood. And who will plead 
the innocence of these whose own testimony 
condemns them The words of Joshua sup- 
pose men amenable to the bar of God and 
to be treed by witnesses. And we are 
warped by them that their case will be dread- 
fw? who shall be convicted at that bar by 
their own testimony ; and that this will be 
the case of all false and careless professors. 

In remarking on these words we propose 
to consider, What this Testimony is, and, 
When it is against ourselves. 

I. What is this testimony of professors 
which may be against themselves ? 

This testimony is the same in all profes- 
sors of religion. They all appear as wit- 
nesses, and all come under the very same 
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obligations. We are never for a moment to 
measure our duty to Christ by the deter- 
minations of men. They never can absolve 
us from the obligation of any thing which 
Christ requires; nor bind us when he has 
left us free. It is not uncommon to find 
men vindicating their faith and practice by 
appealing to the constitutions and acts of 
churches to which they adhere, and so far as 
these are according to the truth, the vindi- 
cation is good and sufficient if we obey men 
out of regard to Christ, but so far as the de- 
crees of men add to the word of God or 
take from it, we not only sin in obeying 
them, but go against our own profession 
whil conforming to our church. Perhaps 
there is not a little of that blind attachment 
to ** our church,” which we censure in Catho- 
lics, to be found among Protestants. It may 
be that some consider themselves excusable 
in rejecting parts of the truth because they 
make no part of the testimony of their 
church. For the same reason some may 
consider themselves justified in following 
modes of worship which they cannot alto- 
gether approve ; some may consider them- 
selves as not obligated to a full and regular 
attendance on public ordinances, to the wor- 
ship of God in their families and the religious 
instruction of their own children, because 
their ministers lay upon them no such obli- 
gations. But can the will of man set us 
free from the authority of God? Have we 
learned with Catholics to set the authority 
of the church above the authority of the 
Scriptures? Does not every believer es- 
pouse the Lord for his God, does he not 
profess to receive his whole word and en- 
gage to walk by it as the rule of his life? If 
we do not engage ourselves without reserve 
to walk in all the commandments and stat- 
utes of the Lord, we cannot be his people ; 
and if we stand tins engaged to him no man 
can lawfully give us r ensation from our 
vows. What then though the church may 
take into her bosom those eho hold error, 
those who are not only destitute of the life 
but of the forms of godliness --Whe though 
ministers may admit professors to the ceals 
of the covenant, and parents to present ther 
children to be baptized without requiring 
them to attend to the duties of public an 

family and secret devotion—What though 
they take such powers of dispensation upon 
themselves, can this free us from guilt if we 
accept of such indulgence ? Can they change 
the nature of Christian profesion, or save us 
from the guilt of covenant violation by neg- 
lecting to require the duties of professors ? 
The doctrine of indulgences was so contrary 





58a 
to the scriptures, so shocking to commo, 
sense, that it opened the eyes of our father 
to the enormities of papal superstition, anj 
the necessity of reformation. Yet what j, 
the difference between granting indulgences 
to sin for money, for peace or popularity._ 
The price may vary, but the commodity i. 
the same, and of the same worth, whether 
issuing from the Papal throne or Protestay: 
pulpits. The Papists indeed repel with jp. 
dignation the view which Protestants have 
given of their indulgences, some of them at 
least, pretend that they only had respect t 
crimes already committed and were a cop. 
mutation of punishment, allowing the jay. 
ment of money instead of the usual penanc. 
They deny that they ever gave to men ly. 
forehand any indulgence to sin. However, 
if we have not hit upon the right notion of their 
indulgences, we have in many instances 
adopted ourselves, what we have censured jy 
them, allowing men the privileges of the 
church with an almost unlimited indulgence 
to believe and practice as they please — 
Some may be disposed to enjoy the benefit 
of this hberal system, and without perhaps 
finding their consciences aggiooh any 
thing required, they may forsake those who 
are more strict and seek the indulgences of 
churches where the terms of admission ate 
more easy. Such would do well previous. 
ly to inquire whether any minister or any 
church has a right to change the terms of 
Christian profession as laid down in the word 
of God, and to release us from the observance 
of any thing which the word of God requires. 
If any pretend to such authority we should 
inquire into its validity, and examine whether 
Protestant are any better than Catholic 
indulgences. It is generally well understood 
that our obligation to tell the whole truth in 
a civil court, does not depend on the par 
ticular questions put to us,—if we know any 
thing relating to the case we would be gull- 
ty of perjury if we kept it back, even though 
no one questioned us respecting it. So in 
profession, our duty is not varied by witness- 
ing for Christ in different churches, or by 
the particular things which may be — 
stated in the words of our vow. o one 
whose conscience is well informed will ven- 
ture to bind himself, or another, beyond what 
the word of God requires, and no one who 
is not presumptuous will bind himself, ot 
others, todoless. Let every professor then 
consider that whenever he has vowed, oF 
may yet vow to the Lord, this is the sub- 
stance of his vow—To receive the whole 
truth of God and do all that he requires; 
this must be included in his receiving the 
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word of God as his rule, in which he engages to 
do all that is required by this word, the same 
as if it were all read to him and his assent 
were given to every book, to every chapter 
and to every verse. If attendance on pub- 
lic ordinances, worshipping God in the fami- 
ly or in the closet, or any thing else be a 
duty taught in the word, he engages to ob- 
serve it as truly as if every particular duty 
had been explicitly stated. From this en- 

ement no power can release him; and if 
in any thing he do not as the word requires, 
he is a witness against himself. But it 
may be proper to state more particularly 
what the testimony of the professor includes. 
Accordingly I observe, 

1. Thistestimony includes a solemn recep- 
tion of the Lordas the Lord our God. On this 
Joshua insisted plainly, and to this the people 
engaged expressly. Joshua called on them 


to choose whom they would serve, and set 
them an example by declaring that he and 
his house would serve the Lord. The peo- 

le answered, “* God forbid that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for 
the Lord our God he it is that brought us 


up out of Egypt—therefore will we also 
serve the Lord for he is our God.” And 
Joshua again adds, “‘ ye are witnesses that 
ye have chosen the Lord,” and they reply, 
“ We are witnesses,” that is, witnesses that 
we have chosen the Lord. This is the first 
article of all true religion. It is what God 
demands of us before all obedience and sac- 
rifice ; we must choose him, and have no 
other gods before him. Before we make 
this choice, our best obedience never rises 
above the character of a hateful rebellion, our 
richest offerings, our holiest prayers, are an 
abomination, and all our religion is but the 
shell of hypocrisy, the outside cover of rot- 
tenness and pollution. We may do that 
which is good, but it is done in a wrong 
character, and from wrong principles ; there- 
fore it cannot be accepted. He that sows 
another’s field as a servant, who does this 
in obedience to his master’s will, and that 
his master may reap the harvest is accepted 
and receaveth wages. But he who sows 
another’s field as a stranger that he may 
himself reap the harvest is trespassing on 
his neighbor’s property ; and all his industry 
will only expose him to punishment. So 
(as the pious Boston observes) those who 
are reconciled to God, and sow in his vine- 
yard as obedient servants that he may re- 
ceive the fruit of their labors, shall be ac- 
cepted, they shall receive wages, and share 
in the harvest itself. But those who are 
not reconciled to God, and will not receive 
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him as their God, though they may do good 
works, it is to be seen of men, or to merit re- 
wards, and their rewards shall be shame 
and punishment. Letus never dismiss this 
important subject without inquiring of our- 
selves whether we have made this choice. 
Have we chosen the Lord for the Lord our 
God. This is a choice essential to right pro- 
fession. And if we cannot say the Lord is 
our God, our profession can only be hypoc- 
risy. 

2. This testimony includes a reception of 
the whole truth of God. The command te 
which Israel assented was To fear the Lord 
and serve him in sincerity and truth.— 
And he is never properly served at all, un- 
less it be according to his truth and out of a 
sincere regard to it. Believers are often 
spoken of as witnesses for the truth. Though 
God be judge and above the judgment of 
men, yet he allows his cause to be tried in 
the world. And there are many who wit- 
ness against him. Some witness that there 
is no God. Some that Jehovah is not the 
true God. Some that he is as an austere 
man, reaping where he has not sown.— 
Some witness against oue truth, some against 
another; some against one duty, some 
against another. And surely if it be a cry- 
ing sin to bear false witness against our 
neighbor, it must be infinitely worse to bear 
false witness against our Maker. Though 
his name be so high that our false testimo- 
ny cannot injure him, yet it shows a desper- 
ate sinfulness of heart to testify against ex- 
cellence itself. And the harmlessness of sin 
is not what encourages it, and therefore can- 
not excuse it. If men had their will they 
would not only have it maintained in doc- 
trine, but true in fact, that there is no God, 
they would not only deny the truth but de- 
stroy it. Now while so many are witness- 
ing against God, the call to his people is 
loud and imperious to witness in his favour. 
And there are few things more generally and 
clearly understood than the duty of a wit- 
ness. At least if the practice of our judicial 
courts be correct, there are few children 
fairly arrived at the use of speech who may 
not be admitted as competent to testify.— 
Nor is it difficult to make them understand 
that their business is to testify to the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so far as relates to the case to be tried.— 
They can easily understand that if they 
state any falsehood, they are guilty of per- 
jury, whether the matter be of great or little 
consequence, whether it respects the title of 
an estate, the shedding of blood, or so small 
a matter asa moment of time, an inch of 
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distance, or a movement of the finger. They 
know that lies and perjuries do not arise 
from the magnitude, but from the falsehood 
of their statements. They know, also, that 
it will not excuse them from blame, that 
they believed the things which they testified . 
they are not called to state their own opin- 
jons or surmises, but facts. ‘They know 
that if they keep back any thing relating to 
the case, they are guilty of perjury the same 
as if they bad directly sworn to what was 
false. They know that it would be highly 
dishonourable and criminal to accommodate 
their testimony to the opinions, the wishes, 
or testimony of others. They know that if 
in any matter their testimony is proved to 
be false, the whole of it 1s deservedly re- 
jected. And they know also that if there 
‘be a contradiction between their oaths and 
their repeated and solenm declarations when 
not on oath, they will be regarded as weak, 
perjured and utterly unprincipled. 
How easy is the application of these things 
to the testimony of believers in the much 
more important matter of divine truth. How 
strange that men sce with eyes so different 
in cases so similar, and judge so much more 
slightly in the matter of the greatest conse- 
quence. If he cannot be excused who gives 
false testimony in civil matters, because the 
falsehood was not about a main point in the 
ease, how can he be guiltless who gives 
false testimony against Christ, even though 
his errors be not fundamental. If he cannot 
be justified who destroys the name, the pro- 
perty or life of his neighbor by giving in 
evidence his opinions instead of facts, nei- 
ther can he be guiltless who gives false testi- 
mony against the truth of Christ, though he 
might believe the things which he professed. 
If he cannot be a faithful witness who keeps 
back that evidence which might effect the 
case under trial, how can he be faithful who 
refuses to testify forthe whole truth of God. 
If he be cowardly and dishonourable, who 
fashions his testimony according to the opi- 
nions, the wishes or evidence of others, is 
not he guilty of the same tame and coward- 
ly conduct who accommodates himself to the 
epinions, the spirit and fashionable profession 
of the day, lest he should give offence, and 
appear to arrogate to himself a greater re- 
gard to the truth than other witnesses. Ii 
his testimony is to be set aside who con- 
tradicts himself, or is found in any thing de- 
parting from the truth, why should we judge 
more leniently of a witness when, not man. 
but God’s great name is to be affected by 
his evidence. And if he makes himself in- 
famous whe will sav one thing and swear 
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‘ll us that 
vel what he swears, We 
leave you to judge what opinion should be 
formed of those who will thus trifle with 
their testimony for God, at the same tine 
declaring their opposition to a creed, and 
giving their assent to it under the most gol. 
emn of all oaths. We speak of the things 
which we have seen and heard. things of A 
uncommon occurrence, and for such thines 
our eyes should weep sore and run down 
with tears. 


? 
another, and at the same time t 
he does not believe 


3. This testimony includes an engage. 
ment of conformity to all the divine precepts, 
Israel was engaged to fear and serve the 
Lord. Whatever our attainments in know. 
ledge may be, whatever our professions of 
zeal for the truth, if we do not walk in the 
truth, our religion is vain. We are only a5 
a sounding brass or tinkling cymbals, ag 
clouds without water, as branches withoyt 
fruit. Those who make a profession of be. 
ing travellers to Zion will not arrive there 
by making the profession, while they tum 
their faces away from Zion and back upon 
the world. They might as reasonably ex. 
pect to travel journeys by talking over the 
way, at home, as to reach the heavenly city 
without setting their feet in the way, and 
their faces to their journey’s end. There 
are no truths more practical in their nature 
than the truth of God. They are all to be 
taught for this end, that men may be carefy! 
to maintain good works. If ye know these 
things happy are ye if ye do them; but 
unspeakably wretched if ye do them not; 
for it would have been better not to have 
known the way of truth, than after learning 
it to turn from the holy commandment. Of 
what consequence is it that we have the 
light of heaven in our minds, if the works of 
darkness be still in the heart, of what conse- 
quence that we speak with the tongues af 
angels if we have the heart of devils. The 
character of the man of God is not that he 
hath the law of God in his head, or his lips, 
but in his heart, and true religion and un- 
defiled is not defined as consisting in what 
we say, but in visiting the widow and father- 
less in their affliction. 

This engagement to do the will of God 
must also be without reserve. It is true that 
in many thing: we offend all, and in every 
thing come short. The believer knows this 
when he enters into covenant, and the Lord 
knows it and makes provision for it. The 
promises of God to put his fear in our hearts, 
to give us his spirit, and carry on the work 
of our sanctification, to heal our backslidings 
and mortify our corruptions plainly show that 
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As: 


his covenant not only contemplates the sin- nor the pomp and power ot titles were to 
ful character of those who enter it, but of be regarded in punishing this offence.— 
those who abide init. Andtheengagement Language is « mployed on this subject which 
. the believer to war against sin, to watch even the character of inspiration will hardly 
and pray, to repent and turn unto the Lord, prevent some from censuring as uncharitable, 
hows that in entering this covenant he does harsh and cruel. “If thy brother, the son 
not bind himself to an immediat and absolute — of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, 
perfection, a thing which God has not prom- or the wife of thy bosom, or the friend who 
el and which we have no reason to expect is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, 
in the present life. But the believer enga- saying, let _us go and serve other gods, 
wes not to allow corruption, or cease to war which thou hast not knowa, thou, nor thy 
aainst it. He is as one placed on the throne fathers—thou shalt not consent unto him, 
fa kingdom which is ali 1 rebellion and nor hearken to him, neither shall thine eye 
contusion. He does not engage that as sox nm ! ity lum, neither shalt thou spare him, nel- 
as the sceptre is put imto his hand, all this ther sh ult th mu conc eal him, but thou shalt 
rebellion shail be immediately put down and — surely kill him.” If any of the cities of Is- 
every thing restored to order; but he enga-  rael turned to idolatry and the matter were 
ces that he will never make peace with the duly proved, they were to smite the city, to 


enemy, or cease to war against him until destroy all that was therein, and make it an 


ot 


i 


the kingdom is wholly subdued and tranquil. he ap forever. (Deut. XViil. 6. 12, 13, &e.) 
The believer engages not to regard iniqul- It is not ea sy to ascertain to what extent the 


ty in his heart, but when he discovers what civil authorities should proceed in maintain- 


is right and what is wrong, that he will set ing the cause of religion. It is evident that 
himself to do that which is right notwith- without religion no government could exist, 
standing any trouble or persecution to which for without religion there can be no rational 
it might expose him, and that he will avoid distinction between moral good and evil.— 
what is wrong, whatever profit it might In prohibiting thefts, false witness, blasphe- 
bring him, and in cases of doubtful character mies and other crimes the government is en- 
that he will always prefer that course which forcing the precepts of religion, and _forbid- 
is most safe. He will avoid many things ding what could have no criminality if reli- 
which the world calls innocent, and which gion were withoutfoundation. Itis evident 
professors call trifling or venial, because that every good government should do that 
while he knows not but these things may of- which is most for the security and happiness 
fend God, he is sure that his avoiding them — of the people ; and nothing can be more con- 
cannot be sinful. The believer has a will ducive to these ends than to promote that right- 
to every thing which is good and against e.usness which exalteth a nation and put down 
every thing that is evil, and desires tomake that sin which is a reproach to any people. 
no exception. Al] that the Lor’ commands Yet there are limits which the civil power 
it is his resolution to hear and believe and could not pass without infringing on the 
do, aud where he fails he is never at rest, rights of the «hurch and the liberty of the 
he will never cease to seek for pardon, and conscience. But whatever may be thought 
for grace to heal his ways. Hypocrites of the duty of the civil government in these 
make theirterms with God. Thus andthus matters, there ought to be no question as to 
will we do, and only in this thing pardon the duty of the church. Nothing is more 
thy servants, but true believers make no plainly taught in the scriptures than the du- 
terms, they surrender themselves to God ty of the church to refuse admission to those 
unconditionally. Their language is, here who do not receive the truth as it is in 
we are, speak and whatever is said we will Christ, and engage themselves to walk jn 
hear it, command and we will do it, correct all the commandments and keep all the ordi- 

and we will bear it. nanees of God. And if any such be discov- 

4. This testimony includes an engage- ered in communion we are as much bound 
ment to oppose whatever is contrary to the now as ever the Israelites were, to exclude 
will of God. The Israelites not only bound them An heretic must not be suffered to 
themselves to serve the Lord, but to put teach, after ineffectual admonition he is to 


- 
away the gods which their fathers servedon be rejected. Those who walk disorderly 


the other side the flood, and in Egypt, and and not according to the doctrines taught in 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land they the word are to be avoided; and all the 
dwelt. They were not only not to bi idola- Jleaven of corruption 1s to be poured out.— 
trous, but they were not to suffer idolatry However popular it may be to admit al}, 
among them. Neither the ties of nature, and allow all to do that which is right in 
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their own eyes, however generally this lib- 
eral scheme is embraced, nothing can be 
more plainly at war with the doctrines of 
the Bible, with the usages of civil society 
and the decisions of sound reason. Its evi- 
dent tendency is to destroy the character 
which God has given of his church as a so- 
ciety holding the truth, walking together in 
agreement, striving together with one mind 
and one consent, keeping the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. Its tendency is 
to set aside all discipline, and all bars in the 
way to conformity between the church and 
the world. It is the nurse of every corrup- 
tion, sows the seed of division, and brings 
the cause of Christ into contempt. 

It is also the duty of individuals not to 
see sin upon their brethren. Men engaged 
in the same business seek to profit each oth- 
er by mutually noticing what is amiss in 
each other’s performances ; and where such 
freedom is not used, the neglect is not at- 
tributed to friendship, but to envy, selfish- 
ness, or jealousy. And why should it be 
thought unprofitable or uncharitable in chris- 
tian brethren to exhort one another daily, 
lest any should be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin; why should they not, 
by mutual reproof, seek to be helpers of 
each other’s faith? The most of these free- 
doms are not found where there is least 
charity, but where it is most pure and fer- 
vent. In the family where there is but one 
heart there is much more of this freedom 
than among strangers ; not, surely, because 
they love each other less, but because their 
love is more sincere. Where charity dies, 
plain dealing dies ; and where vain compli- 
ment begins, there true friendship ends. 
We need not ask for a better proof of the 
state of religion among any people than this 
—are they ready to give and receive re- 
proof in a Christian spirit ? 

5. This testimony includes an engage- 
ment to remember the works of the Lord in 
former ages. Joshua put the people in mind 
of the sins of their fathers beyond the flood, 
and in Egypt, as a warning to them not to 
follow their evil example. And the people, 
in their reply, recall to mind what the Lord 
had done for them and for their fathers in 
bringing them out of Egypt, and doing great 
signs in their sight, preserving them, pro- 
tecting them from enemies, and driving out 
the nations of Canaan that they might pos- 
sess their land. What God does he designs 
for his glory, and he intends that his mighty 
works should be recorded and remembered 


by his people, and he intends this of all his 
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mighty works in all generations. How f 
ten are the Israelites reminded of what th, 
Lord did for his church long before they 
were in being. How often in subse re 
generations were they told of the ee 
with Abraham, the deliverance from E : 
the covenant of their fathers in the wile 
ness, the subjugation of the Canaanites me 
of other mighty acts of the Lord? These 
they were not only to remember, but they 
were to show them to their children. They 
were to combine narrative with doctrine it 
their testimony ; showing their children not 
only the praises of the Lord and his strength 
but also his wonderful works. And they 
were to teach the testimony which he tought 
them, not only that their children might sj 
their hope in God, but also that they might 
not forget his works. Ps. Ixxviii. 7 
Now we are not only bound to remember 
the ,same works of the Lord concerpin 
which they testified, but also what the Lor 
has done in our day, and in the day of our 
fathers. God never would reprove Israel 
for forgetting their deliverance trom Egypt, 
or from Babylon, and be pleased with us for 
forgetting the deliverance of our father from 
the man of sin, who is spiritually called So. 
dom, and Egypt, and Babylon, or any pres 
vious or subsequent struggles of the Church, 
or interpositions of God in her favour. We 
find in the history of Israel that the usual 
symptom of new revolts from God, was for- 
getfulness of former deliverances. Ani 
there are few worse symptoms in the pre 
sent day than the same species of neglect. 
We have forgotten the horrible cruelties of 
the man of sin; and that night much to be 
remembered when our fathers went out from 
bondage— When the sea saw and fled, when 
Jordan was driven back, when the moun- 
tains skipped like rams, and the little hills 
like lambs. Some of the children of those 
who were foremost in the flight, and stood 
farthest off from the abominations of Rome, 
are now proposing re-union in the most sol- 
emn ordinances of worship—are now pro 
fessing their readiness to sit down at the ta- 
ble of the Lord with that beast, that harlot 
drunk with the blood of the saints, that mys- 
tery of iniquity, that mother of abomina- 
tions. Alas, where is the zeal, the unyield- 
ing firmness of former days? How poe 
ed the spirit of the church when so ready to 
take into her arms that abomination which 
once she would not have heard, nor hand- 
led, nor looked upon, to save the life. 
II. We proposed in the second place to 
consider when the testimony of professors 1s 
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against themselves. We shall only state 
come instances of this. Your own reflec- 
tions may suggest many more. 

1. We witness against ourselves if we 
profess to believe the Bible and yet do not 
live as it requires, or aim to such a life. 
Under this class of ye ono what multi- 
tudes may be ranged. They have always 
owned the Bible to be the word of God. 
If any doubts or any wishes to the contrary, 
arise in the heart, they do not acquire such 
strength as to be professed—they do not 
overcome the prevailing conviction that this 
s indeed the Book of God. Yet their lives 
are a contrast to its precepts. The things 
which it requires they do not, and the things 
which it forbids they do, even as if they had 
studied the Bible only to learn how they 
might sin with a higher hand, and bring 
deeper dishonour upon God. It requires 
that they should love God, and they hate 
him; it requires that they should not love 
the world, and it is all their delight; it re- 
quires that they should believe in Christ and 
they reject him; that they should not trust 
themselves, and they make flesh their con- 
fidence: and, in a word, reverse its pre- 
cepts and you have the character of their 
lives. Now, when those are judged who 
knew, from this book, their Master’s will, 
and yet did it not; will not their present 
profession of belief in this book be a con- 
demnation out of their own mouths? Even 
ifthey err in their views of the doctrines of 
the Bible, their errors will often only in- 
crease their guilt ; because they did not live 
even as their errors would have taught them. 
If, for example, they believe God to be as 
an austere man, and hard master, and do not 
take the greater pains to please him and 
avoid his wrath; even their false opinion of 
God will condemn them. What will such 
persons be able to say in their own defence, 
when they shall no longer be blinded by in- 
clination, or kept in countenance by fashion, 
—when they must be judged by the pure 
and perfect word of God, which they pro- 
fessed to believe, yet neither studied nor ob- 
served ? When the judge shall say to them, 
ye knew that these were my commands but 
ye dared to break them, and these my coun- 
sels but ye dared to reject them; ye knew 
that these things were worthy of death, but 
ye did them; ye knew that death was the 
wages of sin, and that wrath would be re- 
vealed against all unrighteousness, yet ye 
lived in sin and were enemies to righteous- 
ness ; ye knew that all who refused the Son 
should perish, yet ye would not come to him, 
or submit to him: when the judge shall thus 


FALSE PROFESSORS WITNESSES AGAINST THEMSELVES. ov" 


set their sins in order before them, what will 
they be able to answer? How few would 
not sin!: under their shame if convicted of a 
singie crime before a court of men? How 
then must sinners be overwhelmed with con- 
fusion when convicted of many sins before 
the court of heaven; and when their pre- 
sent convictions of duty will condemn them 
and be eternal scourges to torment them. 

2. We witness against ourselves ifwe make 
a profession of the truth and depart from it, 
either by opposing, neglecting, or forsaking 
it. Vows which have been made against 
the truth cannot be too soon broken; but 
those which have been made according to it, 
though made under circumstances which af- 
terwards change, though made in a rash and 
unholy manner, will be a dreadful testimony 
against such as forsake them. God makes 
a record of them in his book, and of them it 
may be truly said, “there they are, and 
there they will remain forever,”—there they 
will remain when the mountains of our coun- 
try shall melt, and the hills of our pride shall 
flow down at the presence of the Lord; 
when the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, and the earth also, with its works, shall 
be burned. We may change our profession, 
but our vows can neither be obliterated nor 
changed. And when God calls us to give 


an account of the payment of these vows, 
what answer shall be given? what reason 


for drawing back? If by a solemn deed we 
give our own selves to the Lord, and then 
by apostacy take back what we gave, shall 
not he who smote Annanias and Saphira for 
keeping back a little money, smite those 
who keep back what the Lord regards as 
beyond comparison in value ? 

3. We witness against ourselves if we 
own the worship of God in the family to be 


a duty, and neglect it; and still more so, if 


we engage to observe it. It is dreadful to 
live in the neglect of a thing which we own 
to be a duty: it is very far from being 
agreeable to the character of God’s people, 
who esteem all his precepts concerning all 
things to be right; who hate every false 
way, resolve to keep all the Lord’s precepts, 
and only hope to be free from shame when 
they have respect to all his commandments. 
But how much more guilty are they who 
will solemnly engage to observe this duty, 
knowing that they neglect it, and resolving 
to continue in this neglect. Brethren, is it 
not enough to make our very flesh tremble 
to think of professors taking upon them such 
vows under such circumstances? In every 
oath there is an appeal to God and a virtual 
consent that we lie forever under his wrath 
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if we swear not in good faith. This is some- 
times expressed, * so help me God,”’ is the 


same as to say, let God never help me if I 
7 


swear not the truth, “‘as we shall answer 


in the day of God, and as we would be 
found among his at his appearing,” is the 
same as to say, we consent to be confounded 
when we appear before God, and to be ex- 
cluded from the society of the just if we ful- 
fil not this our engagement. And when no 


imprecation is expressed, the very nature of 


an oath implies it. And can any think, 
without horror, of sinners, by such a formal 
and solemn act, delivering over their souls 
to wrath for the sake of a place in the church, 
or for the baptism of their children? We 
speak not without a cause. The conscien- 
ces of many are so seared that they hardly 
accuse them of those enormities against God, 
the bare suggestion of committing which 
against men, would be repelled with indigna- 
tion. And the best construction we can 
put upon such transactions can never excuse 
them. There may be want of thought, but 
it is most criminal to have no thought in acts 
where the whole soul should be intensely 
engaged. By insisting on this and other 
duties, we may ofiend some, we may drive 
away others, but we have in these things a 
good conscience, we are not going beyond 
the word of God, we are introducing no new 
rules, putting upon you no burdens heavier 
than those placed upon us by our fathers. 


Though we would deeply regret that the 


word should prove to any the savour of 


1 


death, yet if it be so we cannot help it. If 


to require the worship of God in the closet 


or the family, if to enforce on you the high- 
est and holiest duties required by the word 
of God, must make us vile, then we must 
continue to be vile. God forbid that we 
should ever encourage any to think them- 
selves in a state of safety while the word of 
God tells us that those who live as they do 
shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

4. We witness against ourselves when 
we make profession of faith m Christ and 
neglect public ordinances. To an attend- 
ance on these every professor is bound by 
the most solemn engagements. Ministers 
stand engaged to give themselves wholly to 
their work. to be instant in season and out 
of season ; the duty of hearers must corres- 
pond to these engagements of the minister ; 
for, how could he give himself to the in- 
struction of those who refused to hear ; how 
could he be instant with those who were 
absent? The same authority which re- 
quires us to preach requires you to hear ; 
the same authority which requires us to be 
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instant in preaching, requires that you sho 
be swift in hearing. ‘To these ‘duties 
stand mutually pledged by the giving 
acceptance of a call. To these duties yp 
mutually engage, in the most solem manner, 
when the pastoral relation is fixed, Now 
how strange, how unlike his office wou)j 
the conduct of a minister appear, who would 
put you off from day to day with half the 
services of the day, and would frequently 
not make his appearance at all. What 
would you think if the reasons of such dis. 
appointments were trifling complaints of 
health, a hittle distance, a little drowsiness. 
a little heat, a little rain, a little appearance 
of rain, or some one of the many little thingy 
which are so important as excuses for the 
neglect of duty. What if your minister 
were quite able and ready to attend to your 
secular concerns all the week, but was peri 
odically unfit for the duties of the Sabbath: 
How long would you keep such an one as 
your pastor? Certainly no loager than til 
you could banish him from your pulpit. And 
surely you will not suppose that “all the 
courtesies of religion are due from the pas 
tor to the people, and none from the people 
to the pastor.” Yet, after all, our oblig. 
lions to men dwindle into utter insjgnificane: 
when we consider what is due to God. He 
has required that we should not forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together, that we 
should love the habitation of his house, and 
rejoice When it is said to us, let us go up to 
the house of God. And by taking his word 
for our rule, we have engaged to obey these 
commands of his word. If any one hasa 


work to do, and will stay at home half the 


day and go to slumber over his work the 
other half, it is not hard to answer how long 
it will be before that work is finished; it 
will never be becun. Now we are called 
toa great work, to work out our salvation; 
a work which, with the utmost diligence, is 
said, at the best, to be scarcely accomplish- 
ed by the righteous. The Sabbaths are the 
days for this work ; the public ordinances 
are the places ; and if we stay at home half 
the day, and slumber the other half in the 
house of God, we need but little arithme- 
tic to calculate our state, our progress, and 
our prospec ts. 

5. Parents are guilty of witnessing against 
themselves when they dedicate their chil- 
dren to the Lord by profession, and dedi- 
cate them to the world in their instructions ; 
training them up according to its maxims and 
fashions, rather than in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord ; and seeking first for 
them a respectable standing among men, 
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and last and least the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. They witness against 
themselves when they engage to “teach 
shem their Jost condition by nature, and yet 
learn them to be prowd and revengeful.— 

And when they engage to bring them up in 
the same profession with themselv es, yet 
put them under the care of those who teach 
doctrines contrary to this prot ession, or leave 
them to choose their own instructors, and 
take the way of their own hearts. 

We might add the case of the convicted 
sinner, who vows amendment, yet returns 
to his former ways ; the case of the diseased ; 
the case of those exposed to danger ; and all 
those cases in which men make promises or 
vows which are not fulfilled, and which will 
at last constitute a dreadful body of evi- 
dence against them in the day of Jesus 
Christ. But we did not propose any thing 
more than a few examples. 


CONCLUSION. 
1. We see from these remarks how much 
necessity there is that we should all apply 
to the blood of Jesus ; for who of us can 
plead not guilty of going against many pro- 
fessions, resolutions, promises and vows. 
Consider how early most of you were dedi- 
cated to the Lord in baptism. Your parents 
by a formal deed gave you to him to be his 
and wholly dev oted to his service. T hey had 
anght to ‘do so, and you stand bound by this 
deed. It was not like a father giving his 
child toa stranger, though even such bonds 
are lawful, and not broken without dishon- 
our; it was more like a stranger giving a 
child to its proper father, so superior is the 
claim of God to that of the parent. His 
we are, and him we should serve. Your 
parents did only acknowledge in your name 
what was previously true, “that you justly 
belonged to the Lord: and every deed of 
yourlives is to be judged according to that en- 
gagement. Every sin is a breach of that 
contract, and that contract is a witness 
against every sin, and a witness of your 
own against yourselves as much as the deed 
of a lawful agent can be against him for 
whom he acts. Every time that we have 
prayed, our prayers witness against us if we 
live not according to our petitions. Profes- 
sion appears in every act of the life, and 
every such act witnesses against all other 
acts which agree not with it. 
us then can say, that out of our own mouths, 
and by our own testimony we might not be 
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We cannot deliver our souls 
but Christ can free from all 

those whom the accuser, the 
law of God, the church, the world, their 
own professions, and tee own consciences 


condemned. 
from this guilt, 
condemnation, 


condemn. Let every discovery of our guilt 
lead us to an higner esteem of Christ “and 
a firmer faith in him whose blood cleanses 
from all sin. 

See the insufficieucy of vows, warn- 


ings and resolutions to restrain men from sin. 
These Israelites who entered into such a 
solemn covenant, and who were so faithfully 
warned, soon forgot their engagements, and 
when p ate and the elders were dead they 
turned aside to idolatry. This covenant 
was made at the time of Joshua’s death; 
those who were elders would either be aged 
or in the maturity of years. No doubt then, 
many present at this transaction that out- 
lived the elders who overlived Joshua, and 
probably joined in that defection which fol- 
lowed the death of those elders. There is 
hardly a page of man’s history, the moral 
of which is not, cease ye from man, for 
wherein is he to be accounted of. Let us 
let us have no confidence 


suspect ourselves, 
Jesus Christ by which 


but in the mm ee 
we hg be : to stand in the evil di Ly. 
The Fane of the text has a particu- 
a: re espect to professors of religion, but let 
not others think that 1m thing has been said 
tothem. Let not any shelter their neglect 
of duty under the spe ‘clous and common pre- 
text, we are not professors. We are under 
woe to God as our creator, which it is in 
vain for us to attempt breaking or casting 
away, the glories of heaven will not loosen 
them, nor the flames of hell sever them.— 
Neglecting one part of our duty will not ex- 
cuse us for neglecting the rest. It is better 
not to vow than to vow and not pay, but 
better still to vow and pay our vows,—to 
appear openly for the Lord and contend 
earnestly for his cause. Those who hope 
that Christ will own and honor them at his 
appearance should aga ss him and not be 
ashamed of his words while he is absent.— 
Those who hope that Christ will say of them, 
These are they whom thou hast given me, 
and they are mine, and shall be with me, 
should not hesitate to say to him now, Thine 
are we David, and on thy side thou son of 
Jesse. May the Lord give us wisdom to 
know his will, and grace to do that which is 
pleasing in his debt, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. i. = 
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595 MR. PAULISON’s REASONS 


A DEVELOPEMENT 
Of faels and cirewiastances justifying a union with 
the True Reformed Duteh Charch. By Cunis- 
ian Z. Pautison, A. M., Minister of the Uni- 
ted True Reformed Dutch Churches of Hacken- 

sack and English Neighbourhood, N. J. 

Ir is seldom we meet with an article of so much 
interest as the contents of this pamphlet. And we 
think no apology is required for the copious ex- 
tracts we have made, to the exclusion of many 
other articles. 

** My object,’ says the writer, ‘ in presenting 
these pages to the public, is to exhibit my reasons 
for having connected myself with the religious 
association which is generally termed, ‘ the Se- 
cession,’ but more properly, * (ie True Reformed 
Dutch Church.” 

He then procee!: to detail an account of his 
exercises, and the struggles of a principle of grace, 
with the corrupt principles of the natural man, 
which he concludes as follows: 

** There was in all this no excitement of the 
animal passions, because there was no exciting 
cause My views were not the creatures of my 
own fancy; because they were such as I never be- 
fore had conceived of. I have often in the days 
of my ignorance, endeavoured to imagine how 
the Lord’s people were exercised, and to form an 
idea of spiritual affections, from what I knew of 
natural affections; I now saw it could not be done: 
and I perceived too that the unrenewed could not 
understand the work of divine grace upon the 
heart, and that unrenewed ministers could not 
faithfully preach about it. ‘ The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness to him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.’— 
No wonder that Festus said to Paul, ‘ Thou art 
beside thyself; much learning doth make thee 
mad.’ Christ crucified is ‘ to the Jews a stumbling 
block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to them 
that are saved, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God.’ 

‘*] find that the manifestations of God’s grace 
to the heart are very humbling. They fill the 
soul with a holy surprise, and we ask, ‘who is a 
God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity’ The 
words of the prophet Isaiah as quoted by Paul, 
forcibly apply to my case. ‘ I was found of them 
that sought me not, I was made manifest unto them 
that asked not after me.’ The freeness of God’s 
grace filled me with wonder. That he should have 
mercy upon unworthy me, appeared something al- 
most too great to be believed or realized. I 
thought I realized in some measure what must 
have been the Psalmist’s exercises, when in the 
last three Psalms his mouth is filled with praise, 
and he so often repeats the words, ‘ Praise ye the 
Lord, Praise ye the Lord,’ for when God manfest- 
ed to me his great grace, 1 was obliged to give ut- 
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terance to my hearts feelings by frequent! 
ing, ‘ I'll praise him, I’ll praise him.’ 

‘*T find too, that the manifestations of God's 
grace to the heart of the sinner, can break the 
power of sin, and they only. When I received 
such manifestations of God’s grace, then I big the 
world farewell, although before I had been con. 
tinually hankering after it, and endeavouring to 
find my pleasure in it; but, alas! I then sought in 
the world what it cannot give. The distant pros. 
pect of death always broke my schemes, ang 
blasted my gourds; and I felt obliged to sigh out, 
oh! that I had a better portion; but I had it not, 

** When the Lord manifested hitoself to me, my 
heart was enlarged, and my willing feet ran jg 
the way of his commandments. Oh! the mapj. 
festations of God’s grace broke my chains, ang 
turned my captivity. Over these chains I hag 
often secretly sighed: and God in giving me gp 
prolonged a view of my bondage convinced me, 
that my own power could not break it, and now 
as I believe that he has done it for me, I feel cop- 
strained to praise him for his great grace.” 


J say 


Our author next proceeds to the subject more 
immediately before him. 


‘1 shall now more immediately proceed 
to a detail of the circumstancss which have 
led me to join the True Reformed Church. 
I feel the more strongly urged to do this, 
because I am well convinced that wrong 
motives and aims will be imputed to me, 
It is my desire to glorify God and vindicate 
the honour of his cause, however despised it 
may be. And here I would say, that I have 
always beena secret enemy to the Dutch 
Seceders, and would be such to this day, if 
the Lord had not made me of a different 
mind towards them. It has always been 
my secret conviction, that many of them 
were God’s people ; but my heart was not 
with them. They were to me in some re- 
spects a mysterious people, and no wonder, 
for | now see their life is a hidden one — 
Feeling as 1 did, 1 could not have lived 
among them. Their pious, experimental 
discourse would have been torture to me. 
My carnal mind was enmity against God 
and them, and it is well that the Lord did 
not permit me to go among them, when | 
was not prepared to be of any essential bene- 
fitto them. A door of entrance seemed to 
be opened to me when I was yet minister ot 
the Dutch Church of Marbletown. A com- 
mittee of two waited on me then, to ascer- 
tain the state of my mind on the subject of 
settling among them. The fact became 
known to my people, and it spurred them on 
to efforts for increasing my salary, which 
was done. The committee having thus 
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rendered me a service highly acceptable to 
ne, I dismissed the thought of listening to 
any roposals from Hackensack ; and visit- 
ing New-Jersey a week or two afterwards, 
I did not even think it worth while to meet 
with the Consistory, who assembled to hold 
consultation with me. It is humiliating thus 
to expose my former state of mind, but be- 
lieving it will be for the glory of God, I will 
deny myself and make the exposure. 

«It was on Tuesday or Wednesday even- 
ing, of the week following the Saturday, on 
which the Lord visited me with his grace, 
that the True Reformed Dutch Church rose 
tomy view as the field in which I was in 
future to labor. It was at this time that 
the Lord very singularly manifested to me 
his grace, and made me break out in strains 
before unknown to me, “I'll praise him for 
what he has done, I’ll prase him, I?ll praise 
him.”? Then it was that I said in substance, 
I think verbally, “1 will go and seek the 
people at Hackensack, that despised flock ; 
I will go and prophesy to God’s people 
Israel; I will go and nothing shall prevent 
me; 1 will go for them through fire and 
through flood, if the Lord gives me grace.” 
This language, rest assured, was not studied 
or premeditaded. I was obliged to speak 
from the overflowings of my heart, I could 
not keep silence, for the hand of the Lord 
was upon me. ‘The words go and pro- 
phesy to my people Israel,”? had never be- 
fore particularly arrested my attention, al- 
though I knew they were the words of 
Scripture, and I fully believe them to have 
been impressed on my heart by the Spirit of 
God. I had not at any time previous to this 
been exercised on the subject of going to 
the Secession ; it never before had been pre- 
sented to my mind in a serious manner. 

This perhaps will be the proper place to 
notice what has been commonly reported 
and by many believed, viz: that I have 
been persuaded to leave the Dutch Church 
by the friends who are attached to the body 
with which I have connected myself. I can 
call the Searcher of Hearts to witness, that 
my statement of the manner in which | was 
first led seriously to think of joing the True 
Reformed Dutch Church, is according to 
truth; and if so, how can it be said in truth 
that I have been influenced by human per- 
suasion? I have already stated that a door 
of entrance was opened to me when I was 
— at Marbletown, at a distance of one 

undred miles from the friends to whom 
If the per- 


Aquackanonk is so contiguous. 
suasion of friends has prevailed upon me to 
take my present step, it is indeed a wonder 
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that I was not influenced by it long ago.— 
No parental wishes would ever have induced 
me to settle among a people towards whom 
I felt no drawing. fut my friends have 
not attempted to influence me in this matter ; 
and even if they had they would not have 
succeeded. Whatever may have been their 

rivate wishes, they have never urged me, 
but very wisely committed me to the dispo- 
sal of an overruling Providence. 

But to return to my narrative. The im- 
pression which the afore-mentioned exercise 
left upon my mind did not make the path of 
duty clear to me. My mind was exercised 
upon the subject afterwards, more or less, 
and as I was walking in the ficld the next 
day, the thought of my yet being useful 
among the people of God, affected my heart 
so deeply that my tears flowed abundantly. 

It was not long before a secret desire 
arose in my heart to go to Hackensack and 
tell my father what the Lord had done for 
my soul. Circumstances prevented my go- 
ing immediately, but the longer I waited the 
more impatient | was to go; and my desire 
was at length attended and increased by the 
impression, that | would there meet with 
some intimation of the Divine will. The 
people of God, thought I, are perhaps unit- 
ing their prayers touching the very thing 
which is now transpiring. On Friday morn- 
ing, succeeding the Tuesday afore-mention- 
ed, I hasted to be on my way; for the Sa- 
viour’s words to Zaccheus, ‘* make- haste,” 
were strongly impressed on my mind, and 
urged me onward. At Aquackanonk vil- 
lage, I found myself arrested in my course, 
the bridge being under repair, and impassi- 
ble; but so strong was my desire to go, that 
I really blieve I should have gone by the 
way of Belleville, which would have added 
to my ride the distance of more than a dozen 
miles ; but there being a nearer route by the 
way of the Wesel bridge, I took that, and in 
due season arrived at Hackensack. 

‘Jt was impressed on my mind, as I have 
stated, that I would receive some intimation 
of the divine will; and I was not mistaken ; 
for after I had related the nature of my ex- 
ercises, and the object of my visit, my fath- 
er informed me of the manner in which the 
Lord had dealt with him on this very subject. 
When I formerly declined to accept of a call 
from the church of Hackensack, the minds of 
many were sadly disappointed. My father’s 
mind labored on the subject, for he knew I 
might have found a place in the church of 
God, and he greatly desired it ; although he 
never said anything to me on the subject at 
that time. Cast down on account of my res 
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fusal as ii day was on his way to New- 
York. the voice of the Lord came to his soul 
and said, --1 will sead him in mine own 
time.” “ But Lord,” my father answered, 
‘* the door is shut.? «1 open and no man 
shutteth,”? was the reply ; and never, he tes- 
tifies, had he such near communion with God, 
talking with him, as it were face to face. 
This disclosure overwhelmed my _ heart. 
The world may ridicule the idea of such in- 
tercourse with the Lord, but I firmly beheve 
it to be a part of the secret of the Lord, with 
which some of his people are favored. My 
purpose was strengthened by this intimation 
of the divine will, for such | did and do still 
regard it. In additition to this, I find, that 
prayer has steadily ascended to heaven for 
that very thing which God has now accom- 
plished. 1 praise him for having thus direct- 
ed me, and J ain determined, as he shall aid 
me, not to be “ disobedient to the heavenly 
Vision.” 

‘ As the Lord has increased my light, and 
given me increasing insight into his word, | 
have become more fully persuaded that it is 
my bounden duty to connect myself with the 
Seceders. I look wpon the cause in which 
they are engaged, in altogether a different 
light than Lever did before. The special 
hand of the Lord has brought the true Re- 
formed Dutch Church: into existence ; and he 
will, I have no dought, put the seal of his 
divine approbation upon it. Dr. Freligh, 
that old and tried servant of the Lord, al- 
though loaded with the reproaches of his ene- 
mies, has gone to heaven; and my heart is 
srieved when I think, that I have been 
among the number of his opponents. My 
heart has been opposed to him, but the Lord 
forgive me. Despised as he has been by the 
multitude, | now revere his memory ; and I 
hope God will give me grace, to aid the 
cause in which he led, over which his tears 
have fallen, and for which his fervent pray- 
ers have ascended to heaven. 
ery of the just is blessed.” 

“¢ T have been led to view the cause of se- 
cession, as that banner which the Lord, ac- 
cording to his promise has been pleased to 
Faise against the enemy that comes in like 
a flood ; and this banner may yet be a rally- 
ing point to those frinds of truth, whose eyes 
are yet ina measure blinded to the present 
state of things, but who will in due season be 
led to see, that truth in this day can be redeem- 
ed only by setting up its standard in formal 
opposition to error in allits various forms. 

‘ Alas' the sun of the Reformation which 
tose so brightly is fast sinking in the west. 
In this opinion I am confirmed by the single 
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fact, that the present mode of preachin 

which, almost universally prevails, is for 
from being evangelical. ‘The preaching 
the day, viewing it as a whole, is not Tefor- 


mation preaching. <A smattering of the 
Gospel truth may yet be dealt out from 
many pulpits, but the marrow of the Gospe| 
is dispensed but from few. Compare for 
instance, one of Ralph Erskine’s Sermons 
with the many which we hear and read at 
the present day, notas it regards their length, 
but the character of the matter which ‘he. 


, they 
contain. 


The general mode of sermonizing 
at the present day; bears no resemblance t 
that which prevailed im former umes. We 
look in vain in most modern discourses for 
that exhibition of Gospel fullness, that del. 
neation of Christian graces and eXercises, 
that nice discrimmation between true and 
false experience, that frequent use of Scrip. 
tural passages, allusions and examples in the 
establishment of doctrine, and the confirmation 
and illustration of Christian experience for 
which old fashioned preaching was so happily 
distinguished ; and by which the children of 
God were fed unto life everlasting. On the 
contrary, in many instances we behold at- 
tempts for the support of favourite theories, not 
so much by an appeal to the law and testimony 
as by a train of abstract speculation, whose de- 
sign is to bring down the spirituality of true re- 
ligion to the comprehension of benighted hu- 
nian reason ; and this too under the pretence 
of preaching Christ and him crucified. In 
other instances, even where truth is theo- 
reticaily held forth, we may generally look in 
vain tor its faithful application. The doc- 
trines of Scripture may be explained and by 
conclusive arguments defended, but we are 
not told how the mind is exercised when 
their power is felt; and this certainly isa 
part of Gospel preaching as important as any 
other. Yea, if this part of the work of a 
Gospel minister be omitted or slightly done, 
his work remains undone ; he is unfaithful to 
his trust, and the people of God cannot be 
truly benefitted by his labors. 

“It may be said, “ The taste of the age 
has changed ;” and that is the very reason, 
why we ought to believe the age corrupt and 
degenerate. The Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ remains always the same. The true 
believer has a taste for the true Gospel 
God enables him according to his measure 
of light, to ciscern Gospel preaching from alli 
other preaching ; and the spiritual taste which 
Cod gives him, does not change with a chang- 
ingage. He does not run with the multitude 
either in their evil deeds or their vitiated likes 
and dislikes, and I may perhaps be thought 
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highly presumptuous when J add, that the fact 
of the churches being generally so well satis- 
fied with the manner m which the word of God 
is handled by those who professedly labor in 
holy things, confirms me in the belief that 
the Spirit has in a great measure taken his 
flight from our land. ; 

‘| am still farther confirmed in my views 
on this subject from the extent to which im- 
pure doctrine is tolerated in the churches. 
Reformation principles in their purity and 
full extent are becoming exceedingly unfash- 
jonable. Who will deny it? We well know 
it is said, There is no great departure from 
the foundation on which the Reformation 
was built ; there is only a modification of its 
doctrines. Were this all, I would view it 
as an evil of incalculable magnitude, and one 
that would justify me in the step which I 
have taken. But do we not when we de- 
part from the principles of the Reformation 
also depart from its foundation? What had 
the Reformation for its basis but the doctrines 
of the word of God as explained and defend- 
ed by those who enlisted in the cause. The 
supporters of truth in the best days of the 
Reformation are to decide as to the founda- 
tion upon which, in the name of God, they 
reared the glorious superstructure ; and it Is 
vain for us to contend, that we are yet upon 
Reformation ground, when we have forsak- 
en Reformation principles. The doctrines 
of the word of God are the foundation of the 
church. ‘* Being built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets,” says the apos- 
tle,—i. e. the doctrines which they taught. 
These doctrines, as they were viewed by 
the Reformers and their immediate succes- 
sors, are the foundation of the Reformation 
church, and as we depart from them do we 
lay a new foundation, and raise a new edi- 
fice. Liberty of thought and exposition is 
contended for. None certainly’can object to 
a free investigation of the sacred volume, 
provided it be approached with the heartfelt 
conviction, that it contains an expression of 
Jehovah’s will, which we are to receive as 
it has proceeded from his mouth, and of 
which we are to judge not by an appeal to 
reason, but by a reference to the Scriptures 
themselves. Our first enquiry is to be, 
What has Jehovah said? and this can be 
known only by an appeal to the sacred text, 
with a mind enlightened by the Spirit of 
God, and a heart feeling its dependence up- 
on the sacred influence for guidance into all 
truth. If there be in us a true desire to be 
governed by the word, we will implicitly re- 
ceive the testimony of Jehovah as contained 
in the Scriptures ; and when its truths seem 
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above, and even contradictory to the views 
of reason, the heart will reply, “ It must be 
so, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.” 
But when the pride of reason gains the as- 
cendancy, and is permitted to exert its influ- 
ence, this and the other interpretation of 
God's word will be objected to, because rea- 
son objects ; and the inventive powers of the 
human mind are put in requisition, for the 
discovery of a sense, which is thought to be 
more consistent with reason and common 
sense. And as reason when it labors with 
a subject which is too high for it, is apt to 
change its views, and renounce one thing for 
another, so it happens that those who, igno- 
rantly perhaps, make a god of their reason 
in matters of religion, are ever unstable ; 
‘‘ ever learning, and never able to come to 
a knowledge of the truth.” The ascription 
of powers to the human intellect in matters 
of religion, which do not belong to it, I con- 
ceive to be the great evil of the age. And 
a destructive evil it is. Hence arises a de- 
nial of the eternal generation of the Son, and 
of the doctrine of imputation. Hence pro- 
ceed the doctrines of natural ability, and in- 
definite atonement, with all those new-fang- 
led theories, which the future ecclesiastical 
historian will record as a foul blot upon the 
face of this age. 

‘That principle of the open Infidel which 
leads him to reject the Bible altogether, is 
essentially the principle that creates the won- 
derful diversity of doctrinal opinions that 
exist at the present day. The open infidel 
sits in judgment upon the inspiration of the 
Bible, and the philosophical Christian upon 
its meaning: both are influenced by essen- 
tially the same spirit; and when one con- 
tends with the other, it is but the potsherd 
striving with the potsherd of the eartly. Is 
the Spirit of God the author of confusion ? 
If God’s people are led by one spirit, will 
they not have essentially one experience, 
walk in one way, and adhere to one truth ? 

‘But the present diversity of doctrinal 
opinions is viewed by the multitude as a 
matter of no importance. Creeds and con- 
fessions, although professedly adhered to, are 
in reality, trampled under foot, and it is no- 
torious, that preachers have been ordained 
to churches when they actually took excep- 
tions to doctrines expressly contained in their 
Confession of Faith. If this be not a throw- 
ing open of the floodgates of error, what is ? 
This spirit of defection is spreading, and be- 
coming more and more alarming. Error is 
putting on a bolder front, and where the 
scene will end the great Head of the Church 
only knows. The principles of the Refor- 














UUs Mik. 


mation in their purity form the foundation of 
the apostles and prohets; and while built 
upon them, the church of God will maintain 
a stand from which no storm will drive her. 
But let the church once tolerate or connive 
at a departure from these pure principles ; 
let her begin to think that she need not be 
so wonderfully captious on the subject of 
Yhristian doctrine, and she is sliding from 
off the foundation laid in Zion. The en- 
trance and progress of error are like the 
breaking of waters through an embankment ; 
the stream increases in violence, until it ra- 
ges like a desolating flood, and sweeps all 
before it. Such a flood is now raging. Its 
progress cannot be stayed by human arm, 
and safety consists in flight, not from the 
cause of God, but the desolations of error. 
We may be pointed to the various benev- 
olent enterprises of the day, as affording evi- 
dence that the church in general is ina pros- 
perous state. I shall not here enter into a 
tull expression of my views on this subject ; 
but merely remark that I am entirely op- 
osed to the principle on which they are con- 
ducted, that of the amalgamation of sects, who 
differ from each other in their views of doc- 
trine. Such amalgamation must lead toa 
sacrifice of the truth. When those who 
professedly adhere to the truth, strike hands 
in the cause with those who embrace error, 
they at once admit, that difference of religi- 
ous sentiments should not interrupt Chris- 
tian communion: and how then can they 
consistently be strenuous in defending thei 
doctrinal peculiarities ? How can they earn- 
estly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints ? The spirit of the age tears down 
the partition fences between truth and error, 
and would make the whole church a common, 
where animals of all descriptions may roam 
and herd together ; and all those who venture 
to express their disapprobation of the meas- 
ure, are ranked with the unenlightened of for- 
mer centuries, and branded as the bigoted 
and narrow-minded. But they have reason 
to be well satisfied with the honor that oth- 
ers ignorantly put upon them. ‘“ The light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehendeth it not.” 

‘Let it once be universally admitted eith- 
er by profession or practice, that doctrinal 
peculiarities, such as are usually embraced in 
our confessions of faith, are of no importance, 
and the spirit of faithfulness for God’s truth 
will have forsaken the land. 

‘And farther, the principal on which mod- 
ern religious associations are conducted, ad- 
mits the world into the councils of the chure); 
graceless men are allowed publickly to adyo- 
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cate what is thought to be the cause of God. 
and promiscuons multitudes are addressed 
and appealed to, as though true piety Wer 
common property: all which is unlawfy] ; 
Cor. vi. 14. Psa. 1. 16. 17. Isa. ji. 10. 1] 
I have no doubt that the hand of God js jy 
some way, in all the movements of the pre. 
sent day, be they civil or ecclesiastical. He 
will bring good out of evil and light out of 
darkness. I have no objections to the word 
of God being as widly circulated as possible 
God in his own good time will use it for evnd 
but no thanks to the instrumentality of 3 
blind zeal, when the work is done. ‘J cap. 
not believe, that the spirit which carries oy 
the benevolent operations of the day, is de. 
rived from the gracious and saving open. 
tions of the Holy Spirit upon the soul ; and 
my reason is this, ** That which is highly 
esteemed among men, is abomination in the 
sight of God,” J.uke xvi. 15. The open 
infidel may oppose them ; but formal profes. 
sors, moral and even immoral non-professors, 
heretical and formal orthodox preaches ape 
prove of and advocate them. A few of ; 
different description, may for want of suff. 
cient light and discernment, or through lack 
of Christian firmness, be borne along with 
the flood, but when their eyes are opened 
to the true state of things, they will for 
sake the heterogeneous mass, and escape for 
their lives. 

‘IT have been led however, to look upon 
the efforts which the spirit of the age call 
into action, as preparing the way for the 
wonderful development of God’s purposes of 
erace towards the true Israel, the true church 
It seems to me that God designs in all these 
movements the civilizing of the world, which 
will precede its conversion to the Lord by 
the regenerating influence of the Spirit 
By the circulation of his word, by multiply- 
ing its copies, and by other means, he is pre- 
paring materia!s, which in his own good time, 
he will use for building up the true Zion, 
and giving his Son ‘the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
fur a possession.” 

‘It may seem strange, but may it not be 
true, that a misguided, unholy zeal, drives 
the chariot of modern, benevolent enterprise. 
May not self-righteousness and spiritual pride 
form the main-spring that sets the machine 
in motion ? To what principle in our nature, 
is the appeal made, when the charities of 
churches and individuals are trumpeted from 
Den to Beersheba ? What spirit encourages 
the ostentation and outward display which 
is So apparent on anniversary occasions ? The 
rivalship among the orators seems to be, 
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who can make the prettiest and most admir- 
ed speech. The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation. What spirit is that 
which in substance avows, that God is de- 
endent in his work upon the charities and 
efforts of man : that the Millennium will cer- 
tainly be postponed, unless the churches are 
more liberal in their contributions ? If this be 
not the rankest self-righeousness, then I see 
not, how the word of God can be true. 

‘ That cause which derives its support from 
appeals tothe corrupt principles of our nature, 
cannot be of God, i. e. it cannot be originat- 
ed, nor carried on, through the saving ope- 
rations of the spirit upon the soul. What is, 
must be. God has purposed it. What is 
joing at this day, must be done. God has 
purposed that it shall be done. But his de- 
cree does not necessarily imply, that the in- 
strument of its accomplishment is innocent, 
when he does a deed morally evil; nor that 
he acts under a gracious influence, when he 
does an act outwardly good. The principle 
from which he acts may be essentially cor- 
rupt, and thus he may act according to the 
decree, and in a manner, subservient to God’s 
purposes of grace towards the church, and 
yet work iniquity at the sametime. Many 
will appear at the bar of God with this plea 
in their mouths, ‘‘ Have we not in thy name 
done many wonderful works,” to whom it 
will be said, “I never knew you, depart 
trom me ye that work iniquity.” 

The ruling spirits of the age, may do that 
to which they have been appointed, and yet 
be drowned in perdition when their work is 
done. ‘They may perform a work which in 
the end will prove highly advantageous to 
God’s Israel, and yet they may not be of 
Israel, but be punished for their iniquity in 
doing that which God purposed and which 
he overrules for good. Cyrus wasa heathen, 
and we have no evidence that he died a saint ; 
and yet how peculiar the language which Je- 
hovah uses respecting him. The Lord “saith 
of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall per- 
form all my pleasure : even saying to Jeru- 
salem, Thou shalt be built ; and to the tem- 
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid,” Isa. Ixiv. 
28, and again, ‘* Thus saith the Lord to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden, to subdue nations before him ;”’ “ For 
Jacob, my servant’s sake, and Israel mine 
elect, I have even called thee by thy name: 
[ have surnamed thee, though thou hast not 
known me. I am the Lord, and there is 
none else, there is no God besides me: I 
girded thee, though thou hast not known me, 
Isa. Ixv. 1,4,5. The Jews were at this 
‘ime, captives in Babylon, Cyrus 


invaded 


the city, conquered it, and set them free. 
He was appointed to this work, and there- 
fore he is called the Lord’s “ shepherd,” his 
‘anointed :”’ but he knew not God. The 
desire of conquest, ambition, led him to in- 
vade Babylon, and thus liberate the Jews, 
towards whom he might have been led to 
entertain a good will, im consequence of the 
lind reverence, which he may have felt for 
their God, when he came to understand that 
he had been prophesied of, as the conqueror 
of Babylon, and the deliverer of Israel long 
before he existed. 

‘ The religious enterprises of the day, may 
and will civilize the world, bring the nations 
from Idolatry and lead them outwardly to 
embrace Christianity. They may be instru- 
mental in producing false conversions, a show 
of godliness where the saving power is not ; 
but I do not believe, and that on principles 
derived from God’s word, that the spirit 
which in this age, prevails in the churches, 
will exert an immediate influence in destroy- 
ing the strong holds of Satan. On the con- 
trary, I view the ‘‘ confederacy ” of the day 
as one of those strong holds: and strange as 
it may seem, this confederacy is providing 
the means which God will 1n time use for 
its destruction. God, I believe, will, when 
the time for the full accomplishment of his 
purposes of grace towards his militant church 
has arrived, raise up anew race of ministers, 
who will not be manufactured either at An- 
dover, Princeton, or New-Brunswick, unless 
another spirit rest upon them; he will plen- 
tifully endow them with the gifts and graces 
of his Holy Spirit, and like David, they will 
take Goliah’s sword, the word of God, and 
cut off Goliah’s head. Then shall there be 
a glorious union of brethren in Christ. The 
churches will be of one heart, one way, one 
sentiment, one experience. Then will there 
be the sweet fellowship of heaven upon earth. 
Then the marvellous doings of our God, and 
not of Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies, 
vill be spoken of. The day will emerge 
from a dark night. The light will be so 
wonderful, and spread with such rapidity, 
that all will see the goings of God Almishty. 
Then will the wisdom of the wise be iurned 
into foolishness, and the counsels of the crafty 
come to nought. The sentence of death will 
have been put upon human hopes and ex- 
pectations, usually derived from the visible 
success of means employed, and then will 
God make bare his arm, and suprise the 
the world with the conquests of his all-con- 
straining grace. 

‘Such is his mode of procedure with his 
peonle individually. When he intends to 
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confer upon them some great favor, he first 

uts the sentence of death upon all the means 
fading toit. Witness the case of Abraham, 
relative to the birth of Isaac. Such is his 
mode of procedure with the church. How 
hopeless her prospects when Christ appeared, 
and how feeble, apparently, the instrumen- 
tality which broke down the holds of self- 
righteous formality, Paganism, and Idolatry. 
How dark the night of Popery when the 
taper of Reform was first lighted, and how 
the goings of our God were seen, when the 
taper light became the light of the sun, shed - 
ding its rays over the European continent. 
The dawn of the Millenium will be the open- 
ing of a brighter Gospel day than has ever 
yet blessed the world: and in our opinion, 
it will emerge from groser spiritual darkness 
than has ever yet covered the people. “If 
the light that is in thee,” says the Redeem- 
er, “‘ be darkness, how great is that dark- 
ness.””> The darkness that is to cover the 
earth, will be extreme, because the multitude 
will mistake that darkness for the true light. 
The shades of this awful night, we believe 
to be now spreading ; and should we be ask- 
ed, “Watchmen, what of the night 7” we 
would reply, ‘It is almost midnight.” We 
have a day such as owls and bats delight in. 
The day is night, the light is darkness. 

‘I must believe, that the spirit | am speak- 
ing of, has crept to a very great extent into 
the denomination from which I have consci- 
entiously seperated myself. Error is con- 
nived at and tolerated. It is indeed an ea- 
sy matter for the General Synod of the Dutch 
Church, so called, to record it in their min- 
utes, that they do not countenance any de- 
_ from the standards of the church. 

ut professions may be contradicted by prac- 
tice. And this the General Synod has done. 
For proof I will appeal to its acts. During 
its session in June, 1830, at New-Bruns- 
wick, in tbe case of the Missionary Society 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, by an over- 
whelming majority, the Rev. John F. Scher- 
merhon was appointed general agent of the 
church. This was done, notwithstanding 
the testimony which was borne against him 
that he had been heard to say, that he glo- 
ried in being thought a Hopkinsian, or words 
to that effect. It is true indeed, that this 
charge was brought by an enemy of Mr. 
Schermerhorn’s ; but whether by friend or foe, 
we ask, was the charge denied. Those who 
were present know, that no attempt was 
made to deny it, but in an artful manner to 
explain it way. 

* And here I must publicly confess, that I 
acted a shameful part in this transaction. I 
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voted with ry majority. I am ashamed of 
my vote. J sacrificed the truth ; and why 
Because the leaven of indifference, asto ¢:,. 
trine, began to operate within me. When 
I first entered the ministry, I thought I pos 
sessed great zeal for even the tminutiz of 
doctrine, as taught in our standards ; that | 
was opposed to, and would strenuously resist 
innovation ; but alas! I soon found that the 
spirit of apathy is contagious. Weak nature 
runs with the multitude. An irresolute spin 
will be borne away by the flood. So a 
mine. I myself have been led to think that 
the doctrines of natural ability and indefinit, 
atonement, were little aberrations which 
might easily be overlooked. I now view 
the matter differently. With respect to the 
doctrine of natural ability, I contend that there 
is not a syllable of it in the word of God, 
It is not countenanced by the standards of 
the Dutch Church: and notwithstanding al 
explanations that may be given to it, it js 
not true. Is man naturally able to love and 
serve God? How is he then a sinner by 
nature ? a child of wrath by nature ? How 
then is it true that the natural man receiy- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God, that 
they are foolishness to him? How can the 
doctrine of natural ability be reconciled with 
the Scripture phraseology ? 1 have never 
yet heard of an attempt to prove it from the 
Bible, which affirms that we will not believe, 
and cannot believe. The doctrine of natur- 
al ability, is a product of human speculation; 
it is arrived at by a process of metaphysical 
reasoning ; it is a piece of philosophical Chris- 
tianity ; it contradicts the Bible ; its root is 
unbelief; it has been ivented to remove 
stumbling-blocks found in the Bible, out of 
the way of the impenitent, and by men who 
must think themselves wiser than the spin 
of inspiration ; by men who think the doc- 
trine of total inability too discouraging to the 
sinner, to be held up to view in its length 
and breadth. It is the fruit of presumption. 
Those who advocate it, attempt to pour light 
upon the wisdom that is from above, by that 
which is earthly ; and in reality magnify the 
wisdom of men above the wisdom of God. 
Can they be experimentally acquainted with 
their own sinfulness, entire depravity, and 
utter helplessness ? 

‘ The first lesson which the Spirit of God 
teaches the elect sinner, is, that he cannot 
repent, that he cannot believe, that he can- 
not understand the things of the Spirit ot 
God, except it be given him from on high: 
That he is entirely depraved, that he is sin- 
ful by nature to the same extent, that the 
lion is bold, and the tiger ferocious by n2- 
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ture. When God shows him his proneness 
to sin, his consequent spiritual misery, he 
fain would break his chains, but finds he 
cannot. And when the Lord brings him 
from the horrible pit and the miry clay, he 
realizes that the work of grace is as far above 
the reach of nature’s efforts, as heaven is 
above earth. 

‘The general features which may with 
justice be given to the doctrine of natural 
ability, are not inapplicable to that of indefi- 
nite atonement. It is not taught in the Bi- 
ble. Our standards oppose it. We believe 
that the sacrifice of the Son of God in itself 
considered is an all-suflicient ransom price ; 
but the Father gave his Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the elect; the Sun died for them, 
and for them only. ‘The ransom price was 
not paid for those who are lost. No way of 
salvation was opened for them. The econ- 
omy of redemption being what it is, the re- 
yrobate having not been elected, Christ hav- 
ing not died for them, avd the Spirit not be- 
ing given to apply salvation to them, their 
salvation is not possible. This we believe. 
This our standards teach in conformity with 
the word of God. ‘All departure from this 
doctrine we view as dangerous, and as aris- 
ing from the unbelief and blindness of the 
carnal heart. 

That the doctrines of natural ability and 
indefinite atonement have gained considera- 
ble ground in the Dutch Church will be ad- 
mitted by all who have any acquaintance 
with that church; and I am not convinced 
that there are not those in her connection, 
who deny the doctrine of imputation and the 
eternal generation of the Son. 

‘ Judging from observation, I must believe 
and do know that the General Synod of the 
Dutch Church, so called, is divided into three 
parties. There are those who professedly 
embrace the Hopkinsian modification of true 
Calvinism. These formone party. There 
are others, a few who toa certain extent 
oppose innovations and seem yet attached to 
the good old doctrine: from what principle I 
know not; whether from having been reared 
in the belief of them, or from an experiment- 
al acquaintance with their power and excel- 
lence, the Searcher of Hearts alone can de- 
termine. These form a second party. There 
is a third party composed of those, who, al- 
though they may profess not to approve of 
any departure from the form of sound words, 
as drawn in the standards of the church, 
nevertheless by their conduct prove them- 
selves to be the enemies of purity : for they 

unite with the first party in putting down the 
second. : They are in reality opposed to the 
Von. vu. 
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measures which certain individuals would 
pursue for the preservation of what is ‘ ready 
to die,” and cordially dislike them, for vent- 
uring to raise their opposition against the 
destructive measures which the spirit of the 
age, as influencing the great body of the 
Dutch Church, would adopt. The second 
party is fast losing its influence ; and that 
too, because it ventures to raise a feeble 
voice of remonstrance against the prevailing 
measures. I heard it remarked last June, 
1830, respecting a certain lay member, 
whose standing in the Dutch connection has 
been high, that he possessed not the influ- 
ence which he once had, that his influence 
was sinking ; and the occasion which led to 
the remark, furnished this implied reason, he 
was opposed to some of the measures which 
were adopted in the Dutch Church. If there 
are yet those in the connection which I have 
foresaken, who are in sincerity and in truth 
attatched to pure doctrine and godily expe- 
rience, | have no doubt, that the day is com- 
ing, when they will be convinced, that all 
attempts at reforming abuses and purging 
out corruption from the Dutch Church, under 
its present organization, are perfectly vain. 
‘The experiment has been tried. Dr. 
Freligh many yeers ago, on the floor of 
Synod, moved that a convention should be 
called for the purpose of ascertaining what 
was and what was not the doctrine of the 
Dutch Chuich. The motion was rejected 
by an overwhelming majority, and it was 
viewed with such contempt, that it might 
not even appear on the minutes of Synod. 
At a later period, Rev. Cornelins T. De- 
marest, in the name and at the request of 
several ministers and members of the Dutch 
Church, carried up a memorial signed by 
them to the General Synod at Albany, 
charging sundry ministers in the Dutch 
Church with holding to Hopkinsian errors. 
The memorial was indignantly thrown un- 
der the table. A third attempt was made 
to check the inroads of error in the Synod of 
June, 1830; but the attempt was fruitless. 
Thus have the friends of purity been put 
down, time after time in their laudable efforts 
to save the church. An evilis abroad, that 
no human effort can arrest. If the Dutch 
Church do not awake at once aad rise to the 
help of the Lord, she is ruined. I do not 
believe that she will thus awake. A leak 
has sprung in the ship, which if there be no 
special divine interference, will sink her. I 
will take the long boat, and wait to see her 
godown. The enemy comes in like a flood, 
and believing this, we cannot fight under his 
banner, but must revolt to the standard 
39 
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which God has been pleased to raise up 
against him. The Reformed Dutch Church 
has been defiled by the unfaithfulness of her 
sons. Corruption has obtained the ascend- 
ancy: and what says Jehovah, ‘* Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will re- 
ceive yuo.” 
* * * . * - 

‘While Lam exhibiting my reasons, deriv- 
ed from the deplorable state of the Dutch 
Church, so called, for leaving that church, it 
will be necessary in order to present my 
reasons in full, to say a little about what is usu- 
ally termed, *‘ the hope of the Dutch Church;” 
I mean the Theological Seminary at New- 
Brunswick. The churches are generally in- 
formed in the annual report on the state of 
the institution, that it is in a prosperous state, 
that it is worthy of the fostering care of the 
church, that the church cannot be perpetuat- 
ed unless the institution be supported, &c. 
&c. But 1 must be permitted to say, that 
the character of the institution, while I was 
at New-Brunswick, has often made me think, 
then, and afterwards, ‘ Is this institution the 
hope of the Dutch Church? Its main stay ? 
Alas! alas !’? What the character of the in- 
stitution was at that time, will appear, when 
1 remark, that the character of the students 
generally was far from being what the nature 
of their undertaking demanded. The spirit 
which was manifested, has led me to con- 
clude, that the responsibility of the ministe- 
rial trust was not generally felt. The secret 
things of Christian experience, were not the 
subjects of Christian conversation among the 
students. The deportment of the mass of 
them, was characterized by a frivolousness 
and lightness, highly unbecoming the gravi- 
ty of their professed characters. 1 have been 
witness to great improprieties in their private 
intercourse ; and when they went into com- 
pany, they did not carry a savour of Christ 
with them. The discourse which they gen- 
erally helped forward in the social circle, was 
well suited perhaps to amuse a party of giddy 
young ladies, but was not befitting the dig- 
nity of men, much less the gravity of theo- 
logical students. Although aiming at the 
ministry, they did not in their intercourse 
with the world, recommend Christ either by 
word or example. I speak now of the mass ; 
there may have been exceptions, but they 
were rare | might with truth on my side, 
throw a shale on the above picture, that would 
render it darker than it already is ; but I for- 
bear. Let me not be viewed as exculpat- 
ing myself. I have already stated in sub- 
stance that my theological course, as to any 
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progress I made in experimental knowledge 
was not a profitable one. Religion did pot 
flourish in my heart. The world conse. 
quently had the ascendency. For my de» 
linquency [ask forgiveness of the God of 
grace. 

I cannot of course bear any defininte tes. 
timony respecting the present state of the 
institution, as far as the character of its styd. 
ents is concernd. But having occasionally 
visited New-Brunswick, since my entrancy 
into the ministry ; and having become a. 
quainted with some who entered there since 
my leaving the institution ; I have it in my 
power to say, that I discovered no evidence, 
which satisfied me that there was any change 
for the better ; and in addition to this, I haye 
received information respecting some partic. 
ulars, which convinces, me, that the hope of 
the Dutch Church, the Theological Semina. 
ry, rests on a bank of sand, which the rag. 
ing flood will sweep away. The Dutch 
Church, so called, may multiply congreg:- 
tions in her connection, and send her promi- 
siny young men to her fields of missionary 
labor ; she may lay before the world a flat- 
tering account of her rising glory, of her 
extension and increase; but what kind o 
growth must that be, which is fostered by 
such a fountain of impure waters ? The foun- 
tain is poisoned ; and its streams, instead of 
nourishing the plants of divine grace, wil 
exert a deadly influence upon them. — Impv- 
rity will spring up in their course, and the 
fruitful field, under such an instrumentality, 
would be converted into a barren wilderness. 

In addition to the above statement, [ 
would remark, that the character of the in- 
stitution is not faithfully guarded by those, who 
have the general superintendance of its in- 
terests. What course is pursued now in the 
admission of students, I know not. But it 
Was not customary, when I entered, to mak: 
any enquiry, by personal examination into 
the piety, and the Christian experience ot 
the applicant. All that was required, was 
a certificate of preparatory literary qualifica- 
tions, and one of church membership. Would 
not faithfulness to the cause and church of 
God demand more ? It is true indeed, that 
the final examination, before the board of 
superintendents is concluded by some inqui- 
ries respecting experimental religion ; but 
the exemination on this subject, as it respects 
the theological class of which I was a mem- 
ber, was so slight and superficial that a man 
of Christian discernment, would not have 
had an opportunity of satisfying himself, 
whether the candidates were experimental 
Christians or not 
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Respecting those who filled the Profes- 
soral chair, when I was theological student, 
I will make but one remark : They failed in 
urging upon their pupils the necessity of ha- 
btually adding Christian experience to doc- 
trine, in all their discourses from the pulpit 
and elsewhere 

There is another circumstance which has 

operated strongly on my mind, since my 
change of views ; and that is, the suspension 
of Dr. Freligh by the General Synod, con- 
vened at Albany, nearly eight years ago.’ 
I believe it to have been an act which has 
kindled the anger of the Lord. They laid 
their hands upon him, and suspended him 
from his ministry, when he was worn out in 
the service ot Christ. God gave him many 
souls as seals to his ministry. Oh! I trem- 
ble for the church which I have forsaken. 
It has touched the Lord’s anointed, and 
harmed his prophets. It has touched the 
apple of God's eye: and I believe it has a 
mill-stone ahout its neck, that will drown 
it in perdition. Why did the General Sy- 
nod suspend this aged servant of the Lord ? 
Was it because they were zealous for the 
honor and glory of the Lord of Hosts? or 
was it that the honor of the Dutch Church 
might be vindicated? It appears to me, that 
if they had been influenced by a desire to 
glorify God, they would have proceeded 
more reverently in a measure so unspeakably 
important and solemn. But alas! little im- 
pression did the solemnity of the measure 
seem to make upon their minds. I testify 
what I have seen. 1 was present on the 
occasion. They dared to take away the 
commission which the Lord of Hosts had 
given him, and chop off his head as a minis- 
ter of (hrist, with about as little ceremony 
and apparent awe, as would be required in 
cutting off a dog’s neck! If 1 mistake not, 
it is a piece of iniquity for which the Lord 
will visit the church to her latest generation. 
The curse may be hidden from blinded eyes, 
bat the day of the Lord will make it mani- 
fest. 

‘It is not denied, that the doctor was cit- 
ed more than once to appear before Synod ; 
which he declined Jomg. Thiscircumstance 
does no’ affect the assertion, that the act of 
deposition was irreverentiy done. The steam- 
boat was held waiting for the members of 
Synod, and the suspension of this old man 
was the last or among the last of its acts. 
All was done in a hurry, and of course, ir- 
reverently. They did not seem to realize 

what they were doing, | remember, at a 
subsequent session of Synod, hearing the 
man who has been, and is yet, for all J know, 
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a defaulter to General Synod, Rey. S. Van 
Santvoord, plead very warmly for the sus- 
pension of other ministers who had seceded. 
He was for “nipping the secession in the 
bud,” by laying the hand of deposition upon 
its supporters. When | look at the charac- 
ter of those men of God, who have raised a 
banner for the truth, and that of their most 
violent opposers, I feel at no loss as to the 
judgment which ought to be passed upon the 
matter, “Gather not my soul with sinners, 
nor my life with bloody men.” 

‘It may be said, “ the cause of secession 
is supported by men, who have not the con- 
fidence and respect of society.” I am well 
aware, that they do not fill the high places of 
the earth ; neither do they aspire after them. 
If the state of society were purer than it is, 
these men would be more respected and lov- 
ed. They have, however, the consolation 
of knowing, that they rank high in the esteem 
of those, who are ‘‘ the excellent,’’ Psa. xvi. 
3; “the salt of the earth,” Matt. v. 13. 
The honors of the world, they do not covet. 
“If they yet pleased men they would not be 
the servants of Christ.”? Gal. 1. 10. 

For myself, I must say, 1 have looked 
upon them with as much contempt as any one. 
Nothing appeared more ridiculous to me, 
than that a company of obscure ministers and 
laymen, should arrogate to themselves a light, 
a spiritual discernment, of which they affirm- 
ed, the mass of the community, whethe1 
found within the pale of the church by a pro- 
fession of faith, or not, to be destitute. And 
yet | believed that many of them were the 
people of God ; but I thought they were led 
astray by their teachers. But 1 thank God, 
that my views of them, as a body, have 
changed. When was the church ever known 
to prosper before the Lord, when she was 
caressed by the world > The cross has always 
been to her, the tree of life l am confirm- 
ed in my views, when I reflect, that the Sa- 
viour used the instrumentality of obscure fish- 
ermen, to break and destroy the 
abominations of the earth “That God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the w rid, 
to confound the wise ; thal he hath chosen 
the weak things of ‘he world, to confound 
the things thot are mighty; that base things 
of the world, and things which are dewsians 
hath God chosen ; and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are; 
that no flesh should glory in his presence,” 
1 Cor. 1. 27. 28. 29 lam confirmed jn 
my views when I remember the words of 
the Redeemer, “‘ And ye shail be hated of 
all men for my name’s sake,” Matt. x. 22 
“If they have called the master of the honse 
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Beelzebib, how much more them of his house- 
hold? Matt. x.20. ‘ Ifthe world hate you, 
ye know, that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ve were of the world, the world would love 
his own ; but because ye are not of the world, 
but | heve chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you,” John xv. 
i8. 19; and the words of Paul, “ Yea, and 
all that will live godily in Christ Jesus, shall 
suffer persecution,” 2 Tim im 12; and the 
words of the prophet, ** iicar the word of the 
Lora, ye that tremble at his word ; Your 
brethren, that hated you, that cast you out 
for my name's sake, said, Let the Lord be 
glorified ; but he shall appear to your joy, 
and they sha!l be ashamed,” Isa. Ixvi. 5. It 
may be said, ** All these passages will not 
apply at the present day.” When this as- 
sertion is proved from the word of God, we 
will believe it, and only then. 

‘ There is one man among them, to whose 
lot it has fallen, to receive an uncommon 
share of obloquy and reproach 5 and that is 
the Rey. Cornelius T. Demarest, of the 
King-street Church, New-York. I have 
formerly united with others in thiaking him 
a censorious, bigoted, narrow-minded man ; 
but the Lord forgive me, for having done 
him so great injustice. No wonder, that he 
feels constrained to use the language of a 
faithful, but persecuted prophet, ** Wo is me, 
my mother, that thou hast born me a man of 
strife, and a man of contention to the whole 
earth,” Jer. xv. 19. Were he to keep si- 
lence, he would betray the cause of his mas- 
ter. ‘Cry aloud, and spare not, says Je- 
hovah, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
show my people their transgression, and the 
house of Jacob their sins.’ Isa. Iwi. 1. 

‘It has been commonly reé ported, that I 
have seen a vision, and by it have been in- 
Juenced to jon the Tree Reformed Dutch 
Church. Not for the gratification of those 
“filth, dreamers,’ Jude 8. who have circu- 
lated the report, and ridicule the idea of 
“new visions and revelations,’’ but for the 
consideration of the truly pious, I would say, 
that 1 have seen what I denominate “a 

heavenly vision.” It is something wholly 
of a different character from what my false 
accusers snppose it tobe. The vision which 
I trust I have seen, is the vision of “ the 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ,” 
2 Cor. iv. 6. The revelation of Christ in 
the soul is a heavenly, a glorious vision. 
Any manifestation of the divine grace, or of the 
divine will, isa heavenly vision. Do we not 
yead in one of the hymns which are sung in the 
Dutch Churches of a “ heavenly hour,” of a 
‘vision, so divine 7’’ Are not all the children 
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of God, favored with this heaven] 
And why should it be thought a thing 
marvellous, that I should speak of having 
seen a “heavenly vision ?” ‘This matter be. 
fore the Classis of Paramus, by which I was 
suspended from the ministry, was held up to 
the ridicule of the crowd, who were on thas 
vecasion assembled. The Rev. President 
Jefferson Wynkoop said, they knew of y, 
‘** new visions and revelations ;” the same in 
substance was said by Rev. W. Eltinge : 
they cannot speak for their brethren ; they 
may for themselves: I believe what they 
said. Alas! the people must perish ; for 
‘* where there is no vision, the people perish ” 
Prov. xxix. 18. This convinces me, tha 
there is sucha thing, as a self-made sanctity. 
the garb of a Pharisee, beneath which hay 
concealed corruption and death. . 
‘ Let me not be viewed as attatching any 
importance to impressions upon the mind, 
which are not derived from, or connected 
with those principles of truth, whieh are es. 
tablished in the word of God. The Spin 
teaches by and in accordance with the word 
The impressions which he makes upon the 
mind accord with the truths of the word, of 
which he is the author. And thus the spirit 
within us, is to be tried by the Spirit speak- 
ing in the word. ‘The Spirit makes saving 
impressions upon the mind by applying the 
truth to it, and thus we are sanctified through 
5 

the truth, John xvii. 17. But God does not 
teach by the word, without the Spirit ; neither 
can we savingly understand the word with: 
out the Spirit applying the word with power 
to the heart. And when the word is thus 
applied, oh! what a glorious vision do we 
behold, that is, if the word be applied as 
the word of grace and of promise ; but if it 
come as a word of condemnation, and such it 
is, when it comes in the law, that “ school- 
master to bring us to Christ,” then the vision 
is dark and terrific. I make these remarks 
to anticipate the charge of enthusiasm and 
fanaticism, which may be, and for all I know, 
have already been brought against me. | 
hope I shall contend to my last breath, fora 
strict adherence to the law and the testimo- 
ny; to the expression of God's will, as re- 
corded in the word. But will not the truth 
when applied, constrain the soul ? Does it 
not captivate the heart? Will it not deliver 
from consultation with flesh and blood? Will 
it not destroy formality by the Spirit of Life? 
Is it not attended by views of the word of 
God entirely new? Will it not exhibit the 
spirit of true Christianity as being a different 
thing from what we ever before supposed it 
to be? Does it not present that, which is 
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nighly esteemed among men, as an abomin- 
ation in the sight of God? Does it not pre- 
cent to us, the people of God, as a peculiar 
people, with whom is the s secret of the 
Lord,” and whose * life is hid, with Christ 
in God?” Are we not convinced, that no 
effort of reason, no search of the natural un- 
derstanding, can find out what it contains ? 
Does it not prepare a man to make sacnfi- 
ces and endure suffermgs for Christ's sake ¢ 
Do we not find a sweetness in the fellow- 
ship of brethren, that brings heaven into the 
heart? Does it not introduce us into a new 
world, new company, new fellowship ? Yea, 
will it not make “ old things pass away, and 
all things become new ?” Such | have 
found it, and this is the vision which 1 have 
seen. 

Mr. Paulison concludes his pamphlet, with an 
outline of the proceedings of the Ciassis of Para- 
mus, in his case: the principal points of which, 
were ap attempt on the part of Classis to prevail 
upon him to ask a dismission, and his refusal to do 
so. He attempted, ineffectually, to state his rea- 
sous why he would not ask for a dismission, hay- 
ing been called to order by the president, on the 
ground that he ‘* was insulting and abusive ;”’ re- 
apectingwhich he says : 

| was not influenced by an abusive spirit. 
[had permission to assign my reasons for 
not asking a dismission of Classis. In the 
reasons which | assigned, it was not my wish 
unnecessarily to wound the feelings of any 
one member of Classis. Whose reason could | 
sive, in such a case, but my own ? J assigned 
asa reason, what was then, and is still my can- 
did opinion, viz. that the Dutch Church, so 
called, has forsaken the foundation on which 
that church was original!!y built ; and that in 
going tothe ‘True Reformed Dutch Church,” 
I would in reality return to the true founda- 
tion. This was the substance of my “ in- 
sulting and abusive”? language. A little 
thing is an insult to pride. 

‘They seemed during the transaction of 
what has been related, to encourage the 
hope, that I would yet be permitted to as- 
sign my reasons for secession. With this 
impression I went to my house during the 
recess of Classis, and with it I returned in 
the afternoon ; but the consultation ot Clas- 
sis over the dinner-table, seemed to have 
brought matters toa different result. Judge 
of my surprise, when I was informed in the 
afternoon, that I had permission to assign 
my reasons for asking a dismission from their 


reverend body ; and this too, in the face of 


my previous assertion, that I would not ask 
a dismission, but had withdrawn. 
Had I been weak enough to comply, how 


they would have gloried over my imconsis- 
tency, in first acknowledging them a lawful 
church, and then joining the Secession, which 
disowned them: but the Lord preserved me 
from this snare, and | praise him for it.— 
Even if | had consented to assign my rea- 
sons according to their permission, | am con- 
vinced, | would not have spoken five min- 
utes, before 1 would have been pronounced 
out of order, and put to silence. I discover- 
ed their sly management, and viewed it with 
perfect abhorrence. I refused to comply 
with their terms, and having no more busi- 
ness with them, | bid them ‘* farewell.”— 
The assembled crowd were favoured, as I 
retired, with an harangue on trying the spir- 
its. The young man was pronounced un- 
der the influence of a delusive spirit; and 
among other reasons that were = was 
this, that he would not take the advice of his 
elder brethren. lam willing to try the spirits 
on this point. In Lev. xix. 32. it is said, 
‘Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head 
and honor the face of the old man, and fear 
thy God,” but this passage must be receiv- 
ed in a restricted sense, as will appear from 
Prov. xvi. 31. * The hoary head isa crown 
of glory, if it be found in the way of rght- 
eousness.”? I could not take the counse! of 
my elders in the Classis of Paramus, for b 
believe that if they have ever been in the 
way of righteousness, they have wandered 
far from it. 


We have only room for one more extract. 


As far as my observation has extended, I 
do know that the discipline of God’s house 
is in general not faithfully maintained in the 
church which | have forsaken. I do not say, 
that the fault lies altogether, or chiefly with 
the clergy ; but with them and the ruling 
elders conjointly. Formality prevails to a 
lamentable extent in the Dutch Church; and 
when formalists, carnal minded men, fill the 
bench of ruling elders, how can we expect a 
faithful government of God’s house? And 
when there is “like people, like priest,” 
Hos. iv. 9. carnal policy will prevail. The 
fear of consequences wil! gain the ascend- 
ancy over a sense of duty. There will be 
a prevailing backwardness at reporting ex- 
isting evils. The imisconduct of professors 
will be connived at. The door of admis- 


sion to church membe rship will be opened 


so wide, that the world will bodily enter in. 
The sacred enclosere will be polluted by the 
footsteps of the unclean: and in proportion 
as hypocrites swarm in the church, will her 
spirituality and beauty depart. Matters will 
tend from bad to worse. The world will 
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hold the reigns of church government, aad 
that government will of course be conducted 
on worldly principles. .Judging from obser- 
vation, I must believe that the Dutch Church 
is, toa great extent, in the sad condition 
which I have here set forth. 

‘When I look at the account which, in 
the article reforred to, is given.of the fuise 
church, it appears evident to me, where we 
may find it illustrated. The following is a 
part of it, “ Neither does she administer the 
sacrements appointed by Christ in his word, 
but adds to, and takes from them, as she 
thinks proper ; she relieth more upon men 
than Christ ; and persecutes those, who live 
holily according to the word of God, and re- 
buke her for her errors, covetousness and 
idolatry.” 

‘ Believing that the Dutch Church, so 
called, has forsaken the foundation of her 
fathers, why should I ask her permission to 
return to that foundation’ When | obtained 
my license, I professed allegiance to the 
Dutch Church, I do so still. We are to 
judge of the character of a church, by its 
doctrine, bs its forms, by its constitution ; 
and when a church abandons these, her char- 
acter is changed. 

‘A church may adopt a certain confession 
of faith, a certain constitution, and with it 
adopt a certain name. All that hear of her 
title, will and ought to judge of her charac- 
ter, by her confession of faith, by her consti- 
tution. Let us suppose, that in process of 
time, this church, as a body, abandons the 
doctrines and spirit by which she was once 
characterized, is she then the same chure that 
she was in the days of her purity ? She may be 
such outwardly, butis she such in reality ? All 
will answer, no. She may have the same 
name, but she is not the same church. Ifa 
party in that church, however small it may 
be, should in consequence of her corruptions, 
leave her outward communion, but in reality 
return visibly and openly to her doctrines in 
their purity, and her constitution, would they 
not then in reality, form the church as known 
by its peculiar name when it was first organ- 
ized’ Might they not be viewe:! as return- 
ing to that foundation upon which the church 
was first established ; and as being conse- 
quently the true builling? Such is the case 
we are now considering. The Dutch Chureh, 
so denominated, is herself but in name. 
There may yet be in her a scattered rem- 
nant that is truly Dutch, but not so “ the 
Ruling Power,” we believe it be to sadly 
corrupted. The Secession Church has been 
professedly reared on the old foundation. 
The ruling power aims at the preservation 
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of purity; and the realit. that w 
clothed in the name of Dutch Church 
its present garb the title of the 
formed Dutch Church. The pretensions of 
True Reformed Dutchmen, as Support! 
above, have been much ridiculed ; but < 
will bear the test both of reason and a 
ture. The church may become so cory 
that ** Lo Ammi,” may justly be beak 
and those who seperate from her corry : 


aS Once 
’ has for 


True Re. 


Scrip. 


and restore the failen glory, are the i ar: 
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LETTERS ON THE INTRODUCTION AND ppo. 
GRESS OF UNITARIANISM IN NEW ENg 
LAND. wo. VI. 
Dear Sir, 

My original purpose in these letters, though, 
unavoidably delayed for several months, has 
not been forgotten. 1 propose now to re. 
sume the subject, and to finish what | haye 
to offer, in as little time and space as circum. 
stances will permit. When Unitarianism 
had gained footing among us, in the manner 
already pointed out, its growth and preval- 
ence were greatly promoted by concealment. 
It is obvious that conceaiment, if successfully 
practised, must have essentially aided the 
progress of Unitarianism ; as by this means 
excitement would be prevented, suspicion 
avoided, and the deluded churches would re- 
ceive those as pastors, and ministers (in their 
ignorance ) embrace those as brethren, whom 
otherwise they would have rejected. The 
poison would in this way be taken without 
alarm, and the iafection spread through the 
religious community, before apprehension 
should be excited, or the friends of truth 
were apprised of their danger. That such 
would be the tendency and effects of conceal- 
ment, is too obvious to need explanation. In 
what follows, therefore, | shall produce the 
evidence that this tendency was duly appre- 
ciated by the early Unitarians of Massachu- 
setts, and that, watel the controversy in 1819, 
a studied, and, to some extent, a success- 
fal concealment was practised. 

It should be observed, however, that in 
tliis respect the Enitarians of Massachusetts 
have not been singular. It is mentioned by 
one apostle as a characteristic trait of ‘ damna- 
ble heresies,’ that they shall be brought in 
‘ privily.? (2 Pet ii. 1.) ; and by another, 
that those who ‘deny the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jerus Christ,’ are wont to 
‘creep in unawares, (Jude 4.) Unitan- 
anism, whatever may be its character in otli- 
er respects, will be found uniformly to have 


borne these marks of error. Wherever in- 


} ° . . . $ 
troduced, it has been brought in ‘ privily = 
; 


has ‘crept in unawares 
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In this manner it was introduced and pro- 
nawated by the ancient U nitarians. Irenaeus 
jescribes them oa using alixnring discour- 
ses in public, because of the common ¢ hris- 
jans :? as ** pretending to preach like us’ 
the Orthodox ;) and as “* complaining that, 
though their doctrine be te sume as ours, 
we abstain from their communion, and call 
them heretics.” But he adds, ‘¢ When they 
(Unitarians) have seduced any from the faith 
by their disputes, and made them willing to 
comply with them, then they begin to open 
their mysteries.” * ' 

When Paul of Samosata, a Unitarian of 
the third century, was ‘charged with hold- 
ing certain opinions which he had preach, 
he solemnly denied the charge, nay, denied 
itonoath. Yet, ina little while, he preach- 
ed the same doctrines again, and was again 
charged, and again found te deny and equiv- 
ocate ;”’ until, at length, his true character 
was exposed, and he was excluded from the 
sacred office.”’* 

Arius, the father of the Arians, a short 
time before his death, was summoned to the 
Imperial palace, and asked whether tie agreed 
to the Necene faith. He without hesita- 
tion answered in the aflirmative. The creed 
vas then offered him, which he readily sub- 
scribed ; and when, to remove all doubt, the 
emperor required him to swear that he be- 
lieved as he had written, he solemnly swore 
he did. At the time of this oath, (as So- 
erates, a cotemporary historian, intimates,t) 
Arius had concealed under one of his arms a 
paper, on which he had gust writer his real 
sentiments ; and the meaning of the oath, 
according to lis intention, was, that he be- 
lieved as he had written on this secreted 
paper !! 

The elder Socinus, after his settlement at 


Zurich, adopted the Helvetic confession of 


faith, and professed himself a member of the 
church of Switzerland.”” He was “ artful 
in concealing \is way ward opinions,’ broach- 
ing them sometimes “ under the form of ques- 
tions to be discussed,’? and sometimes in pri- 
vate letters to those ** whose judgement he 
respected, in whose friendship he could con- 
fide.” His nephew, Faustus Socinus, who 
inherited his papers, and propagated the sys- 
tem which he had matured, resorted to the 
most unworthy arts (if hostorians are to be 
believed) in order “ to conceal orto varnish 
over, the most offensive features of his sys- 
tem.” t 

* See Miller’s Letters on Unitarianisin, pp. 238, 
239. 

t Lib. i. cap. 38. See also Milner, vol il. p. 72. 
t Mosheim; vol. iv, p. 469. Waterman’s Life 
fCalvin, p. 61. Miller’s Letters. Pp. 249 
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The German Unitarians, in the begining 
of their career, were careful to disguise and 
conceal their sentiments. Their publications 
were for the most part ‘equivocal and de- 
ceitful.”’ ‘* In various instances,” we are 
told, ‘it was not only difficult, but absolute- 
ly impossible, fairly to unmask the author, 
and to convict him of unchristian sentiments 5 
so well he knew how to hide himself under 
a show of prety and orthodoay.’* 

And Unitarianism in England, boldly as 
it is maintained at present, was by many, 
for a long time, studiously concealed. Whis- 
ton, speaking of himself and Emlyn in 1724, 
says, ‘* We have had some few, and but a 
very few followers here; while almost all 
those who are privately of our judgement, 
temporize, or prevaricete, or use political 
management, to avoid persecution, or the loss 
of preferment.”} Dr. Clark strangely equiv- 
ocated, when his work on the Trinity was 
brought before Convocation ; and whether 
he was more properly a Trinitarian, Unita- 
rian, or neither, is to this day uncertain.t 
Messrs. Peirce and Hallet, the first promo- 
ters of Arianism among the English Dissen- 
ters, long after suspicions were excited against 
them, denied expressly that they were Ari- 
ans or had “taught amy thing like Arian- 
ism.”§ It is said of the early English Uni- 
tarians generally, in the History of Dissen- 
ters, that their opinions were ‘ cautiously 
concected ;” and Dr. Priestly is spoken of 
as among the first, who, * scorning the craf- 
ty conceclment and cunning equivocation 
of his predecessors, frankly told the world 
his creed.”’|| Dr. Priestly himself‘ declar- 
ed that there were great numbers in Eng- 
land, even among the clergy, who, while 
they privately held Unitarian opinions, did 
not scruple, 7 public, to countenance a mode 
of worship which they would not deny to be, 
according to their own principles, idolatrous 
and blesphemous.”—% And Mr. Belsham 
avers, that ** there are thousands” of Unita- 
rians in England, who “ are deterred by se- 
cular considerations, and the harsh spirit 
of the times, from avowing their real princi- 
ples.””** 

It will be seen in what follows, that Amer- 
ican Unitarianism has proved itself a shoot 
of the old stock, and that the same conceal- 
ment which, at different periods, has been 
practised so successfully on the other contin- 

* Spirit of the Pilgrims, vol. iii. p. 58. 

tMemoirs, vol. 1. p. 312. 

{ “ee Biographia Brittanica, vol. iii. p. 

§ See Spirit of the Pilgrms, vol. ii. p. 58 

|| ibid. pp. 671, 673. 

*' Miller’s Letters, p. 241. 

** Review of Wilberforce. p. 227 
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623 INTRODUCTION AND PROGRESS OF 
ent, has been attempted and practised here. 
1. In the first place, a variety of facts 
may be mentioned, indicating the existence 
of sucha practice. It was this, undoubtedly, 
which occassioned the violent opposition to 
public formularies of faith, which commenced 
here more than thirty years ago. This op- 
position was disguised under a show of zeal 
for religious freedom, and for what were call- 
ed the first principles of Protestantism ; but 
the true ground of it, undeniably, was, the 
character of the existing confessions, and 
the wish to propagate an opposing system 
without discovery or alarm. 

In pursuance of the same policy, an oppo- 
sition was early excited against the examin- 
ation of candidates for the Gospel ministry. 
Nothing surely can be more reasonable in 
itself than that candidates for the sacred of- 
fice should be examined, as to their fitness 
ior the great work on which they propose to 
“enter. Even the teacher of a common 
school must be examined, before he can law- 
fully instruct our children in the first rudi- 
ments of knowledge ; and is it of less impor- 
tance that the views and qualifications of 
those should be ascertained, who are to en- 
ter the sacred desk, and be recognized as 
** stewards of the mysteries of God?” “ The 
fathers of New England,” says Dr. Trum- 
bull, “* were exceedingly strict with respect 
to those whom they ordained, ex smining 
them, not only in doctrinal points of theolo- 
gy, with respect to cases of conscience, and 
their ability to defend Christianity and its 
doctrines, but with respect to their own ex- 
perimental heart religion.”* But near 
the commencement of the existing defection, 
the minds of many underwent a change on 
this subject, and in their zeal for religious 
freedom and the rights of conscience, the an- 
cient examinations were denounced, ‘as a 
destructive evil.”+ It was foreseen, as it 
must have been, that in the ordinary course 
of examining candidates, Unitarians would 
certainly be ensnared and detected, and that 
when detected, they wonld not be ordained. 
If Unitarianism, in its early stages, was 
not intentionally concealed, why did not 
those who embraced it assume the name 
which is now so dearto them? That this 
was not to any considerable extent done, is 
matter of unquestionable notoriety. There 
were Arminians, in distinction from Calvin- 
ists ; and there were those calling themselves 
liberal or catholic Christians, who believed 
that every thing essential to the Christian 








* Hist. of Connecticut, vol. i. p. 313. 
t See Panoplist for April 1806. 
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faith might be comprehended “ in one bright 
line, ¢ Jesus is the Christ,’ ”—in distinetion 
from others who held to the primitive fai) 
of the New England churches; but, previ. 
ous to the controversy in 1815, there wens 
few, if any, acknowledged Unitarians. The 
name was unppropriated and almost unknowy 
it was sometimes charged upon the liberal 
party by the Orthodox, but the charge was 
resisted as false and slanderous. But why 
such an extreme aversion to this name? |; 
isacherished, boasted name now ; wh 
a dread of it in former years ? 
Again ; if Unitarianism fora time was 
not studiously concealed, why was it not 
fully and plainly preached ? Why did not 
ministers inform their hearers that they dis. 
believed the Divimty and atonement of 
Christ, and had embraced a different system 
of religion from that which their fathers had 
inculeated ? That the peculiarities of Upj. 
tarianism were not preached, previous to the 
controversy in 1815, is on all hands admit. 
ted. We seldom or never introduce the 
Trinitarian controversy into our pulpits.”— 
‘We have never entered into discussions of 
the doctrine of the Trinity.”* “They 
touched not disputed doctrines.” But 
why were not Unitarian doctrines preached 
before 1815, as well as since? If these 
doctrines are true now, they were then. [i 
they are important now, they were then. |i 
they are denied and assailed now, so were 
they then. If they now constitute a part of 
that ** counsel of God,” the whole of which 
every minister is bound to declare to his 
people ; so did they then. What reason 
shal] be assigned, therefore, fur the reserve 
formerly manifested in respect to these doc- 
trines, except that they were then new and 
unpopular, their abettors were afraid to 
preach them, and chose not to hazard their pla- 
ces and influence by disclosing their views.{ 
If Unitarianism was not concealed, up to 


Y¥ such 


* See Channing’s Letter to Thatcher, pp. 18 
—16. 


t Unitarian Advocate for April, 1828. 


t In the Vermont Adviser for 1815, we are told 
of “a preacher of the Boston schoo} settled in that 
part of the country. Respecting his opinions,” 
says the Editor, ‘‘ there was formerly no little 
controversy, and whether his congregation have, lo 
this day found out whal his entiments are, we are 
by no means sure. It wes staunchly contended 
by him that fe was not bound to disct. se hes prince 
ples, and that all the profession of faith which he 
ought to be required to make was, that he believ- 
ed the truth of the Christian religion. We have 
very satisfactory evidence that, in his ¢n«earours 
el cosersing his tenet, he has on some occasions 


been guilty, if of nothing worse, of pretty gross 
vol. vii. p. 240. 
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62) INTRODUCTION AND PROGRESS OF 1 
the time specified in these remarks, why 
was it not »#enfy inculcated and defended 
from the press? The press was indeed en- 
sted, strongly enlisted, for its imculeation 
ant defence, but not in a way which made 

uy particulat individual responsible For- 

eign (Unitarian works were republisied and 
industrious!, circulated; but no one was 
known 1 the transaction except the book- 
seller, and with him it passed before the 
public as a matter of enterprise and specula- 
tion.  Unitarianism, too, was sometimes 
advocated in periodicals ; but the articles in 
support of it were uniformly anonymous, and 
the authors of them were generally unknown. 
It is, then, a fact, that, up to the time of the 
controversy in 1815, Unitarianism, in this 
country, was not ope@y inculcated irom the 
press. Upto that time, not one of those 
who constituted the bone and muscle of the 
Unitarian party in Massachusetts ever ap- 
peared before the public, under his own 
proper name, in its defence. For this re- 
markable fact, what good reason can be as- 
signed ? Since the period so often referred to, 
scores of writers have come forward under 
their own names, and appeared as advocates 
of the ‘new doctrine.” But why this sur- 
prising. change in the mode of operation, ex- 
cept that a studied concealment had been 
previously practised, which then, by an un- 
welcome desclosure, was suddenly broken 
up: 

If there was no intentional concealment, 
up to this time, why, I ask, was the work, 
making the disclosure here referred to, 
so long secreted after iis artival in this coun- 
try? This work as 1s generally known, is 
the Memoirs of Lindsey by Mr. Belsham— 
from which was extracted the pamphlet af- 
terwards reviewed in the Panoplist, entitled 
‘A brief history of the progress and present 
state of the Unitarian churches in America.” 
The Memors of Lindsey were published in 
London in 1812, were probably received in 
Boston shortly afterwards, but were unseen 
and unknown, except by a few select indi- 
viduals, until the beginning of 1815. The 
motive for suppressing this work was well 
understood by the editor of the pamphlet ex- 
tracted from it. ‘The care,” says he, 
“which has been manifested to limit the 
knowledge of this interesting work, during 
many months, probably two years since its 
arrival in Boston, indicates pretty plainly the 
unwillingness ef those who have possessed 
copies uf it to have its contents generally 
known.” p.4. The same account of the 

matter is given by a reviewer of this pamph- 
let (a Unitarian) in the Boston Patriot for 
Vor. vi. 
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May 13, 1815. “it is a fact,” says this 
reviewer, ‘“‘that the work (Memoirs of 
Liadsey ) no sooner arrived here, tnan it was 
u But a few copies 
were received, and the circulation of these 
was confined to « small number of select 
indivuduais. On a careful perusal, we can 
find but one motive for this suppression, viz. 
that the Uwiturians, who are principaily 
confined to Boston and its vicinity, are not 
yet prepared for an open and explicit 
avowal of their sentiments.’’ ‘Thus rea- 
soned a political writer, a Unitarian, in 
1815; and to the same conclusion must eve- 
ry candid mind be brought, when made ac- 
quainted with the facts. 

lit was shown in my lasi, that the Hollis 

Professor of Divinity in Harvard College 
and the late President both obtained their 
places by concealment. When Dr. Ware 
was elected, the suggestion that he was an 
Arian was strenuously resisted, and repre- 
sented as “a calumny.’? And says a Uni- 
tarian clergyman, who had the best means 
of knowing, ‘ Had Dr. Kirkland been an 
acknowledged defender of Unitarianism,” 
at the time of his elevation to the Presiden- 
cy, “he would not have been elected to 
that place.”**—It should be added in this 
connection, that most of the present Unita- 
rian clergy, who were settled previous to 
1815, obtained their places by a like con- 
cealment. What I mean is, they did not 
go to their parishes as Unitarians, or dis- 
close to their people, previous to settlement, 
their Unitarian principles; and if they had 
disclosed them, in all probability they would 
not have been settled. Of the first part oi 
this proposition, there can be no doubt. To 
call names in support of it might appear in- 
vidious, and is unnecessary. I aver, there- 
fore, in the general, and I challenge contra- 
diction, if what I say is not the truth, that 
there is not now a Congregational Unitarian 
minister in Massachusetts, settled previous 
to 1815, who went to his people in the 
name and with the character of a Unitarian, 
and plainly preached to them, before ordina- 
tion, the peculiarities of Unitarianism ; and 
I do not believe there is one, who, had he 
done this, could have been settled without 
difficulty, if at all.t 

* See Spirit of the Pilgrims, vol. ii. pp. 471— 
477. 

+ Many persons now living recollect what took 
place at the ume when the lete Mr. Buckminster 
received his cali to become minister of the Brattle- 
street chureh and society in Boston. When the 
proposal was made to give him a call, Mr Cooper, 
a venerable member of the church, and son of one 
of the former ministers, rose and objected, on the 
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I have here called your attention to vari- 
ous undeniable fae’ , all conspiring to estab- 
lish the point at issue, viz: that previous 
to the controversy in 1815, there was,on the 
part of Unitariuas in this regian, a siudi- 
ed concealment of the r religious opinions. 
1 do not mean that these opimions were en- 
tirely concealed. Doubtless, those holding 
them were wont to express them—to use 
the language of Mr. Wells—‘ when they 
judged it proper.’ But they did not judge 
it proper to express them from the pulpit, or 
(with their names) from the press, or in any 
other place or manner where their expres- 
sions would be likely to be quoted in proof 
of their being Unitarians.* 

2. The conduct of Unitarians was such, 
in former years, as made the unpression on 
those around them that they were intend- 
ing and endeavouring to conceal their senti- 
ments. In his first letter to Dr. Channing, 
Dr. Worcester says, ‘* The opinion is very 
extensively prevalent,” “ that liberal minis- 
ters, and other liberal gentlemen have judg- 
ed it proper not to make ordinarily a free 
and full disclosure of their sentiments; that 
they have, in fact, thought it expedient 
to temporize. Hundreds and hundreds 
of times have I heard it uttered from va- 
rious quarters, and with various expres- 
sions of approbation and disapprobation ; 
and never, in any debate or conversation, 





ground that Mr. B. did not believe the divinity of 
Christ. To this it was replied, that Mr. Cooper 
must be mistaken; that, though Mr. B might not 
have been so explicit on that point as some desi- 
red, it was not to be doubted that he believed so 
important a doctrine as the divinity of the Saviour. 
Mr. Cooper, however, insisted, that he had taken 
pains to satisfy himself of the truth of what he had 
stated, and that he was not mistaken. On this, a 
wish was expressed by a third person, that Mr. 
Cooper might leave the meeting, as the society 
would undoubtedly give Mr. B. a call, and it was 
very desirable that they should be unanimous.— 
This suggestion, however, was not followed or 
approved; Mr. Cooper was suffered to remain; 
but it was under these circumstances that the call 
Was given. 

* Though the cloak of concealment was in a 
good measure torn off by the controversy of 1815, 
still, there has not been all that explicitness since 
which ought to have been ex;,ected. Several! im- 
provements in theology (so called) which now be- 
gin to be disclosed, have long been concealed; 
and more, doubtless, are still concealed, to be 
published in due time. As an indication of this, 
allow me to advert to asingle fact. Why is it that 
the lectures at the theological school at Cambridge 
have always been considered as private lectures? 
Why is it that the students have not been expec!- 
ed, if they have been permitted, to reciprocate the 
civilities shown them at other seminaries, by invi- 
ting their friends, and espicially the students of 


other seminaries, to go with them to the lecture 
room? 
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as I recollect, have I heard the truth of 
it denied, or called in question. It seems 


indeed, to have been received as an estq). 
lished, uncontested fact, that ministers of 
the liberal class were not accustomed to be 
unreserved and explicit in the public avow. 
al and declaration of their sentiments. | 
confess to you, sir, that I had so received j 
“nor did I ever imagine that in so receivine 
it, there was anything injurious or uncharit. 
ble ; for I did suppose that you and your 
liberal brethren held it as a maxim, founded 
upon reasons satisfactory to your own minds, 
that a degree of reserve and concealment, 
greater or less accordmg to circumstances, 
was prudent, and justifiable, and _praisewor. 
thy.” p. 17. 

The same impression was made on the 
editor of the History of American Unitarj- 
anism, the pamphlet ext.acted fromthe Me. 
moirs of Lindsey. “ Those,” says he, “ who 
have been chiefly concerned in conducting 
these operations,” introducing and- promot- 
ing Unitarianism, ‘ have deemed it eXpe- 
dient, till this stage of the process, to conceal 
JSrom the mass of the Christian communi- 
ty their ultimate designs.” p. 4. 

A similar impression was made on the 
couductors of the Panoplist--men favored 
with the best opportunities of observing and 
judging for themselves They speak of “the 
work of error ” as having been “ carried on 
for the most part in secret »—as having “si- 
lently and covertly extended itself.” The 
advocates of Socinianism in general “ have 
not dared to be open,” but ‘have clan- 
destinely crept into Orthodox churches.” 
vol. xi. pp. 241, 260. 

The same opinion is expressed by the editor 
of the Vermont Adviser. ‘* These Minis- 
ters (the Unitarians) have all along care- 
fully refrained from an explicit avowal 
of their actual belief. They have rather 
pretended that they did not essentially vary 
from the generally received opinions,”’ and 
their “‘ efforts to propagate Unitarianism have 
been made ”’ in an “insidious and covert 
manner.” vol. vii. pp. 228, 239. 

The reviewer in the Patriot, already 
quoted, who could have been impelled by 
no religious antipathies, is still more full in 
expressing the same sentiment. ‘ Why,” 
he asks, ‘* do not the ” (Unitarian) “ clergy 
openly profess and teach the tenets of 
their belief ?” “We may fee] pretty sure 
that it does not spring from any particular 
objection to controversy ;” ‘nor from any 
peculiar and unusual delicacy to the feelings 
of an opposite party. We think we may 


safely infer so much, from the fact, that pe- 
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iitical questions are discussed with great free- 
dom, and with quite as liberal a use of the 
vituperation style, as comports with the de- 
cency and moderation expected from the pul- 


3. The conduct of American Unitarians 
was formerly such, as to give occasion to 
Mr Belsham to reproach them with ‘a 
mean temporizing policy,” and to represent 
them as unwilling to disclose their sentiments. 
Speaking of the Result of the Council by 
which Mr. Abbot, of Coventry, (Conn.) was 
dismissed, he says, ‘‘ Thus, again we see 
the sacred cause of Christian truth sacrificed 
to a mean and temporizing policy, and the 
faithful champion of truth, the amiable, use- 
ful and beloved pastor, torn from his weep- 
ing flock and consigned to poverty and soli- 
tude, for the sake of preserving a hollow, 
deceitful, temporary peace.”* In another 
place, under the semblance of an apology for 
the Boston clergy, he exposes the conceal- 
ment they were practising in the following 
terms: “Can it, upon the common princi: 
ples of human nature, be reasonably expect- 
ed of a body of clergy, nursed in the lap of 
ease and affluence, and placed in a station of 
such high seculiar consideration and comfort 
as that of the ministers of Boston, that they 
should come forward, and by an OPEN PRo- 
FESSION OF UNPOPULAR TRUTH, volunta- 
rily risk the loss of all their temporal 
dignity and comfort, and incur the con- 
tempt and enmity of many who are now 
their warmest admirers and friends ?”? ““ Who 
will venture to say of himself, that his virtue 
would be equal to the trial ? Yet still, it cannot 
be reasonably hoped that truth will make any 
visible and rapid progress, till her advocates 
rise above the fear of man, and the love of 
ease, and are willing, with the Apostles of 
Christ and the reformers of every age, to 
forsake all, and to sacrifice their dearest in- 
terests in her glorious cause.’ 


nI 


+" 


4. In proof of the concealment formerly 
practised by Unitarians in this country, we 
have the testimony of numbers from among 
themselves.—Dr. Worcester speaks of an 
ordination which he attended in Boston, 
where “the preacher (a Unitarian) very 
distinctly, and with considerable amplifica- 
tion, held forth, that though in some places 
it might be well, and contribute to the faith 


* Hist. of Am. Un. p. 33. The Committee who 
prepared the Result of this Council, were the Rev. 
Doctors Lathrop of Boston, Reed of Bridgewater, 
Porter of Roxbury, Bancroft of Worcester, and 
Thayer of Lancaster. 


+ Hist. of Am. Unitarianism, p. 41. 
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and virtue of a people, for a minister openly 
and plainly to declare his sentiments, yet 
in other places i¢ would not be prude: or 
proper.”* And we are told of another or- 
dination, at which an aged Unitarian mini- 
ster, in the charge to his young brother, took 
occassion to congratulate him ‘ on the favor- 
ableness of existing circumstances compared 
with those of former years. ‘ The time has 
been,’ said he, ‘ when our peculiar sentiments 
were so unpopular that it was hazardous to 
teach them. The minds of men were not 
prepared to receive them. We were oblig- 
ed to conceal them from public view, or 
disclose them in ambiguous language.”} 

Dr. Freeman, in a letter to Mr. Lindsey, 
written in 1796 or 1797, speaks of certain 
** cautious” ministers, ‘* who content them- 
selves with leading their hearers, by a course 
of rational but prudent sermons, gradually 
and insensibly to embrace ” Unitarianism.t 

William Weils, esq. writing to Mr. Bel- 
sham in 1812, says, “ With regard to the 
progress of Unitarianism, | have but little to 
say. Its tenets have spread very extensive- 
ly in New-England, but I believe there is 
only one church PROFESSEDLY Unitarian.”’{ 

A Unitarian minister at Philadelphia, in 
1811, speaks of eight Congregational mini- 
sters in Boston who “ are anti-Calvinistic 
and anti-Trinitarian ;? and yet he says, 
** there is only one place of worship at Boston 
which is avowedly Unitarian ;’—of course, 
the Unitarianism of a/l but one was disguis- 
ed or concealed. The same writer, the next 
year, repeats the assertion, that ‘* with the 
exception of Dr. Freeman’s church, no place 
of worship at Boston is avowedly Unita- 
rian.” 

The Rev. Francis Parkman, speaking of 
the Boston Association of Ministers in 1812, 
says, ‘Of these gentlemen, about twenty 
in number, there is only one whom, from 
any thing I ever heard him offer, either in 
private, or in his pulpit, lor any body else, 
would have a right to call an Unitarian. 
Even this gentleman, when I was at Boston, 
did not preach Unitarianism sytematically. 
I never heard him express such views of the 
person of Christ, and it was rather from in- 
ference that I could say he held them.” Of 
Dr. Freeman, the same writer savs, “ I 
never heard him express an Unitarian senti- 
ment, and | belive he cvrefully avoids it in 
the pulpit, because it might unnecessarily 


First Letter to Channing, p. 18. : 
+ Sp.rit of the Pilgrims, vol. ii. p. 6. 
t Hist. of Am. Unitarianism, pp. 22, 43, 44. 
{ Monthly Repository, vol. vii. pp. 56, 643. 
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disturh some of his hearers.—There is now 
one more gentleman in Boston who, with 
hisintimete freends, may perhaps be consid- 
ered a Unitarian; but HE MAINTAINS THE 
SAME CAUTIOUS RESERVE ; and from neither 
his sermwns, bis prayers, nor his PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION, could | infer that he was a 
Unitarian.—Now even admitting, what i 
hardly think L have a right to do, that these 
three gentiemen are Unitarians, to what can 
all this prudens reserve be asersbed, but to 
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writer in the Christion Examiner, ‘ since 
an objection to the chief doctrines of Ortho- 
doxy could not be whispered safely.’ 
can remember the time, and I am not old, 
when, though Boston was full of Unitarian 
sentiment and feeling, there was NO OPEN 
(Consequently all 
1 dead si- 


PROFESSIONS 


must have been concealed. ) 
fence was maintained in the pnipit on 
doctrinal subjects: a stlence which was not 
disturbed by the press.” 


114. 


5. It should be added, that Unitarians, 
previous to 1815, not only did not avow 
their sentiments, they endeavored to keep 
up the impression that they were not Uni- 
taricans ; that they did not differ materially 
from the Orthodox ; and when the charge of 
Unitarianism was p 
thay resented it as « slander. 
these strong assertions, [ appeal, first, to the 
publications of the Orthodox in those times. 
The editor of the History of American Uni- 
tarianism urges as a reason for making that 
publication, * Many complaints have been 
made that the Boston clergy have been stax 

crausty reported to he Unitarians. 
pamphiet will show who are their ‘ slander- 
ers, if indeed they are entitled to this char- 
acter, and exculpate some who have been 
falsely accused in this thing.” 
conductors of the Panoplist represent it as 
‘an artifice practised systematically,” by 
Unitarian clergymen, ‘to inculcate 
opinion that they did not differ materially 
from their clerical brethren through the coun- 
try. This artifice has been carried so far as 
to induce them to complain in bitter terms, 
that they were slanddred by our work, 
when represented as thus differing, and as 
promoting the circulation of Socinian books.’’t 


t When the 
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** They have complained that they were po: 
invited to preach, when travelling through 
the country, and have imputed this neglect 
to the eifect of slander ” > 








The Vermont Adviser too says, that when 
‘*the clergy of Goston have” been repre. 
sented ‘*as having departed widely from 
the true doctrines of the Gospel, and Verge] 
fxr towards Socinianism, * such charges “hayp 
unifurinty ind beldly been pronounced the 
Offepring of merepresentation and ¢ wm. 
i vol vil. p. 228. The testimony of 
Dr. Milter is equally explicit.  “ Charees” 
ot Unitarianism “ were frequently made: 
but by most of the’ Unitarians * repeljod 
as unkind and even slandervus. 
appeared anxious to have it believed thi 
they did not differ materially from the Ortho. 
dox around them.” 

But in proof of the point now under con. 
sideration, | do not rely exclusively on the 
testimony of the Oorthodox. 
Unitarians of their time uniformly considered 
themselves as slandered, when charged with 
In a review of Dr. Porter's 
convention sermon in 1810,* and referring 
to a previous review of the same Panoplist, 
they say, “¢ among other flowers of rhetoric, 
we are charged with UnirartaNisM, mis- 
representation, dishonesty, resemblance to 
the hypocritical Seribes and Pharisees, and 
enmity to every thing which constitutes the 
peculiar glory of our forefathers.” 
these gentleman mean to be understood here 
that they were as far from “ Unitariinism," 
as they were from “ misrepreseatation, dis- 
honesty, or a resemblance to the hypocriti- 
cal Scribes and Pharisees ?’ 
id not mean to be understood that they 
irtauns ? In the same article 
they say, “ on what authority 
ductors of the Panoplist) inoply that Dr. Port- 
er is a Socinian, navy sease, we Know not.” 
There is nothing m the great iwrinciple for 
whch has the scightest 
Unitartarism.’ 
gard to the numerous charges of latitudina- 
rianism, Unitarianism, &c., Dr. Porter may 
reply in the eloquent language of Bishop 
Watson, ‘ What ! shall the church of Christ 
never be freed from the narrow minded con- 
tentions of bigots; from the insults of men 
who know not what manner of spirit they 
It was then an “ insult” to Dr. 
Porter, in 1810, to cal! him an Unitarian. 


lan caoctrnes 


would be offeusixe ¢ 
injurious io their 


But, a * little time has elapsed,” savs a 


Letters, p. 242. 


Unitarianism. 


vol. mn. pp. 113, 


referred against them, 


In other words, 


were not Ur 


they (the con- 





‘* charged the liberal party with having patronis- 
ed and circulated the Improved Version ” of the 
Spe Pg ; New Testament, ‘* the charge was very angrily 
* Monthly Repository, vol. vii. p. 199. 


of the Panoplist * Dr. Porter of Roxbury. 
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But | must hasten to a close. If any in- 
quires ‘ Why bring up these old affairs? They 
have passed vut of mind-—and why not let 
hem rest, and be forgotten ‘? I answer, in 
the first place, that these things ought not to 
pe forgotten. ‘They are worthy to be re- 
corded and transmitted to future generations, 
as a memorial of the manner in which not a 
few of the ancient churches of Massachusetts 
have been corrupted and undermined. But, 
in the second place, the facts here published 
are an instructive comment on the boasted 
teadencies of the Unitarian system. Much 
has been said and written in praise of this 
system, as tending to invigorate conscience, 
quicken our moral sensibilities, and lead to 
the purest practical results. With these re- 
sults, or with a portion of them, the public 
have here the means of becoming acquainted. 
We have seen that Unitarianism; not only in 
this country, but wherever planted, has been, 
ina greater or less degree, (according as 
temptations have prevailed more or less) dis- 
guised and secreted from public view. Or 
as stated by Dr. Miller, * In all ages, from 
the time of Ebion to the present hour, where 
the mass of the surrounding population was 
Orthodox, Unitarians have manifested a dis- 
position to conceal their sentiments, to 
equivocate, to evade, and even solemnly 
to deny them when questioned, and to dis- 
guise themselves under the garb of Ortho- 
doxy, to a degree which no other sect call- 
ing itself Christian ever manifested. To 
what, I ask, is this fact to be ascribed? I 
leave it with you, Christian brethren, to solve 
the question. I will only say, that I can 
think of no possible reason for it, but such as 
must stamp the character of deep corruption 
upon the Unitariancause.” Letters, p. 245. 
Another reason for this publication is, that 
individuals and churchus may be on their 
guard against new impositions. By the con- 
troversy of 1815, Unitarianism, in some of 
its leading characteristics, was brought to 
light; and by dint of discussion since, farther 
disclosures have occassionally been made. 
We have been told that Christ is no more 
than a man; that the Scriptures are not the 
word of God ; that the Sabbath is not of di- 
Vine institution; that the Old Testament 
ought to be rejected; that it is doubtful 
whether there is any soul separate from the 
body ; that there is no devil ; and no eternal 
punishment for the wicked.* How much 





_"T would not be understood to assert that all 
Unitarians have expressed these sentiments, or 
that a/) approve of them ; but they have been ex- 
Pressed by leading individuals, who are support- 
ed and applauded in the course they have taken. 
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futher this alledged reformation has in pri- 
vate proceeded, to be unfolded in due time, 
does not as yet appear. But if, with all the 
light that is now before the public, any are 
again duped and ensnared, it must be their 
own fault 

It would also be a sufficient reason, were 
there no other, for publishing the facts here 
stated, that they belong neccessarily to my 
subject. 1am writing “ Letters on the In- 
troduction and Progress of Unitarianism in 
New-England.” 1am endeavoring to ex- 
hibit the means by which the error was in- 
troduced and has prevailed among us. One 
of these means, and a principal one, was the 
concealment formerly practised by those 
who had embraced the doctrine. But to 
have asserted this cencealment, without prov- 
ing it, would have availed nothing. It was 
necessary that the evidence should be exhib- 
ited. Especially is this necessary, since, in 
the teeth of all evidence, the fact in ques- 
tion is pertinaciously denied. It was denied 
by Dr. Channing in his letter to Mr. Thatch- 
er. It has since been denied, perhaps in all 
the Unitarian periodicals. ‘* The charge,” 
we are told, “is utterly false. There was 
NO SUCH CONCEALMENT.”* It has been 
denied, or declared never to haven been 
proved, by Rev. Mr. Parkman}—the same 
gentleman who, in 1812, testified to the 
“cautious reserve” practised by Unitarians in 
Boston.—While Unitarians persist in deny- 
ing the charge of concealment, the proof of 
it ought certainly to be exhibited. And if 
they do not wish to see this proof repeated, 
with painful additions, and more widely cir- 
culated, then let them be willing to acknowl- 
edge the truth. INVESTRGATOR. 





The following article was written originaly for 
insertion in the Boston Christian Herald, and was 
forwarded to the editor of this paper, after his la- 
bors in writing for that publication had come toa 
close. By the particular request of the writer, it 
is now inserted in the Telegraph.—Ed. Tel. 

Tue FunpamentaL Doctrines ofr THE 
GosPEL. 

Mr. Editor,—In the 43d No. of the 2d. 
Vol. of the Christian Herald, there was 2 
communication, on the importance of incul- 
cating the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel, by “ Timotheus.” In respect to the 
intense interest, with which the writer de- 
clares he has, for a few years past, watched 
the effects of what is sometimes called the 
Unitarian controversy, I hope and believe 
he is not entirely alone. His statement, in 





* Unitarian Advocate for April, 1828. 
t In the Christian Register for April 18, 1829. 
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the communication to which I refer, I do 
most cordially approve. And I desire and 
pray, that I, and all readers of your paper 
may be instructed and profit by his faithful 
and affecting reflections and remarks. I have 
believed, for a number of years, that the 
strength of the controversy between the 
friends and foes of God and his truth, does 
not turn upon the single point of difference 
between Unitarianism and Trinitarianism. 
All mankind are by nature totally opposed 


to God, not because he exists in a trinity of 


persons and a unity of essence ; but on ac- 
count of his holiness and sovereignty. Let 
the holiness of God be removed or obscured, 
and the depravity of sinners, which consists 
principally in selfishness, is not awakened to 
sensible enmity against his character. Or 
if the holiness of God be placed before the 
minds of sinners and yet if it be not support- 
ed and exalted by his universal and invinci- 
ble sovereignty ; they will not fear his name, 
nor seek to escape from his wrath. The re- 
al character of God, which includes his holi- 
ness—the sum and essence of his moral pertec- 
tions,and his sovereignty—the sum and essence 
of his natural perfections—is the foundation 
of the enemity and the controversy, which 
mankind feel and express towards their great 
and dreadful Creator. Let a Unitarian, or 
any other errorist, or any impenitent sinner, 
see himself in the light of God’s holiness and 
sovereignty ; and he can find no light, nor 
peace, nor hope, until by submission to the 
justice of God in his own condemnation and 
punishment, he asks and receives his pardon- 
ing mercy through the name and blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is God manifest in 
the flesh, and whose mediation and atone- 
ment are founded on the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty. If then I should desire to bring a Uni- 
tarian, experimentally and practically to un- 
derstand, believe and love the doctrine of 
the Trinity, I must first teach him the holi- 
ness and sovereignty of God. AndI vent- 
ure to say, that no person ever yet renounc- 
ed the error of his heart and truly received 

the gospel, until he had seen and felt his 

own sinful and guilty character and condition, 

in view of his holy and sovereign Creator. 

It is then of peculiar and primary importance 

and necessity, in order to oppose and sub- 
vert all errors on religious subjects and to 

maintain and promote knowledge and holi- 

ness in the church and in the world, to teach 

and preach the real character and true glory 

of God ; or his holiness and sovereignty, as 

they are manifested in his works and by his 

word. And in order to teach and preach the 

real character and true glory of God, his sn- 
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preme object in all his affections and exer 

tions, in all his designs and works, must be 

taught and shown. Such a method of in. 

struction will exhibit his eternal Urpose 

especially in respect to mankind, which i 

cludes the great doctrines of election and 

reprobation, which lie at the foundation 9 

all the doctrines of the gospel and of all thy 

conduct of God. In view of God and hj 

supreme object in his decrees and conduct 

the design of the Redeemer in his incatna. 

tion, mediation, atonement and exhaltatjon 

and the true doctrine of his divinity and hy. 

tanity, will shine with the greatest clearnes 

and beauty. But it is not possible to teach 

the true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ 

while the true knowledge of God is untaught; 

nor can we preach true faith towards oy 

Lord Jesus Christ, while we do not preach 

holy repentance toward God. The opposers 

of the Trinity and of the atonement and dei. 

ty of Jesus Christ can never be met to ad. 

vantage and with success, while they are 

suffered to remain in their chosen ignorance 

and error respecting God and his decrees, his 
conduct and his law. While we are ignor- 
ant and erroneous in respect to God, we 

shall be equally ignorant end erroneous 

respect to ourselves ; and we shall not see 

and feel our need of the Saviour and of the 
salvation, which is offered to sinners through 
his blood. In a word, i¢ ts vain and hop- 
less to oppose Unitarians, while we cour- 
tenance Arminians. For Arminianism 's 
the mother of Unitarianism, and of all other 
erroneous opinions on religious subjects. 
The scheme of Arminians is more directly 
and totally opposed to the holiness and sov- 
ereignity of God, as they appear in his de- 
crees and conduct than any other scheme o! 
error. In vain do they, who profess to be 
Orthodox, attempt to overcome and remove 
Unitarianism, and Universalism, and infidel- 
ity, and Atheism from New England, wiiile 
they harbor the mother of these pernicious 
delusions. If they would not increase and 
multiply the erroneous progeny, they must 
cease to maintain an illicit intercourse and 
connection with their mother. ArminianisM, 
in spirit, practice and sentiment, is the life 
and strength of all the error and of all the en- 
mity, that exist in mankind against God and 
his law, against Jesus Christ and the gospel 
The holiness and sovereignity of God are 
directly and totally opposed to the sinfulness 
and stubborness of the human heart. — Noth- 
ing is gained, so long as sinners maintian their 
enmity against God. Here the controversy 
between the friends and foes of God and his 
truth turns upon the real character and true 
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alory of God ; and it is not settled in respect 
to aby person, until he turns from himself, 
in view of his sinfulness and dependence : 
and unto God in view of his holiness and 
sovereignty , and submits himself with holy 
repentance to his holy and sovereign pleas- 
ure. In the exercise of such repentance, no 
erson can find, or make any difficulty, that 
can prevent the exercise of faith toward the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as God and man, in two 
distinct natures. and one person forever, and 
as the only foundation of forgiveriess and sal- 
vation from endless punishment. The holi- 
ness and sovereignty of God, and the sinful- 
ness and dependence of man lie at the foun- 
dation of the whole gospel and of the whole 
lory of God in the redemption of his people. 
These are the great objects and subjects 
which Paul exhibits in his system of theolo- 
gy, as it is contained in his epistle to the 
saints of Rome, and implied or expressed, in 
his other epistles. And if we carefully ex- 
amine the sentiments and the sermons of 
President Edwards, it will be found, that his 
thorough and faithful exhibition of the holiness 
and sovereignty of God and of the sinfulness 
and dependence of man, were the foundation 
of his strength and success in the ministry 
of the gospel. ‘The truth on these subjects, 


God most fully and clearly and constantly 


exubts in all his works and ways. And the 
truth on these subjects he will most fearfully 
and gloriously exhibit by the decisions of the 
final judgement and by the eternal retribu- 
tions of heaven and hell. Most certainly, 
then, the holiness and sovereignty of God 
and the siufulness and dependence of man, 
are the main pillars in the system of religion, 
which is taught in the Bible. The truth on 
these subjects supports every doctrine and 
duty, every promise and threatening, every 
blessing and curse, every reward and pun- 
ishment, and every motive, which agrees 
with the holy gospel, which God reveals to 
man. Let the controversy between God 
and man respecting his holiness and their 
sinfulness, his sovereignty and their depend- 
ence, be settled and all other difficulties and 
objections on religious subjects will soon 
cease. Against the truth on these subjects, 
all errorists and all transgressors are feeble 
and foolish. And with the truth on these 
subjects, the friends of God will be so strong 
and wise, that they can stand in his name, 
and withstand every class of errorists and 
deceivers, So far asthe Trinitarians, in the 
controversy with the Unitarians have nar- 
towed, or obscured, or varied the real foun- 
cation of the contention between God and 
man, by a truce with Arminians, they have 


been guilty of great folly and weakness. 
And they will be obliged to return to the 
strong hold of Orthodoxy and intrench them- 
selves in the fundamental doctrines of the di- 
vine decrees, not shuning to declare the coun- 
sel and conduct of God in the reprobation of 
the nonelect. In connection with the doc- 
trines of election and reprobation, the doc- 
trine of total depravity in its root and branch- 
es, in its blossoms and fruits ; the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone through the atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ, and the doctrine of 
instantaneous regeneration by the special and 
sovereign agency of the Holy Spirit, can be 
taught and maintained, not in the counsel 
and wisdom of man, but in the counsel and 
wisdom of God, so as to silence and con- 
found all enemies and opposers. These sub- 
jects are the great heads and the great points 
of the controversy, not between man and 
man, but between manand God, the depend- 
ent and sinful creature, and the sovereign 
and holy Creator. These are the doctrines, 
against which the selfishness and foolishness 
of the human heart rise with the greatest en- 
mity and violence. These doctrines are the 
most powerful weapons that can be used to 
awaken, convince and humble sinners, and 
to enlighten, strengthen and comfort saints. 
Without the wise, thorough and faithful in- 
culcation of these doctrines, errors and delu- 
sions, spurious revivals and conversions, may 
continue and prevail, but the true knowledge 
of God and man will be removed from our 
towns and churches and families. And ev- 
ery form of error and wickedness will arise 
and overthrow the strength and order, the 
beauty and glory of the churches in New- 
England. This great work of ruin, I fear, 
will be done by such persons, as profess to 
be Orthodox and Evangelical, and yet shun 
to declare the whole counsel of God. The 
war is not closed; the battle is not fought, 
and the victory cannot be gained, until the 
wisdom and strength of God are exalted 
against the folly and wickedness of man. 
ATNIPAS. 
—<— 


CASE OF EDWARD IRVING. 


We are happy in being able to present to the rea- 
ders of THe PRESBYTERIAN, the result of the 
proceedings of the Presbytery of the Scotch 
Church in London, in relation to the Rev. Ed- 
ward Irving. Agreeably to the earnest wish ex- 
pressed in our first number, the Presbytery to 
which Mr. Irving was amenable, have acted with 
decision and firmnness, and have not only condem- 
ned his errors, but also excluded him from their 
body. 

Mr. Irving, it appears from his advertisement, 
utterly disclaims the errors alleged against him, 
notwithstanding the strong testimony in confirm- 
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ation, which his book furnishes; and he insinuates 
that the serious and well substantiated charges 
brought against him, have their origin in the ‘‘1g- 
norance, misapprehension, or wilful perversion” 
of his co-presbyters.—Se Prestyferian. 
Presbytery of the Scotch Church, London. 
THE REV EDWARD IRVING. 

A special meeting of the Presbytery of the 
Scotch Church, in London and the South of Eng- 
land, was held on Tuesday last, t take into cou- 
sideration the Report of their Committee, on the 
works lately published by the Rev. Edward ir- 
ving on the Hunan Nature of Christ. The chair 
was taken at twelve o’clock by the Moderator. 

Mr. Crombie proceeded to read the Report. It 
took the whole work in detail, and gave extracts. 
In the first instance, it charged the work with im- 
puting sin to the human nature of the Redeemer. 
In page 111 of the work there was this passage— 
‘* I hold it to be the surrender of the whole ques- 
tion to say that he was not conscious of, engaged 
with, and troubled by, every evil disposition 
which inhereth in the fallen manhood.” And in 
page 126—‘* Manhood, after the fall, broke out 
into sins ofevery name and aggravation; corrupt 
to the heart’s core, and from the centre of its in- 
most will, sending out streams as black as Hell. 
This is the human nature which every man 1s 
clothed withal, which the Son of Man was clothed 
upon withal, bristling thick and strong with sin, 
like hairs upon the porcupine. * * * I stand 
forth and say that the teeming tountain of the 
heart’s vileness was opened onhim. * 7 
This is the horrible pit and the miry clay out of 
which he was brought.” 

The manner in which Mr. Irving could screen 
himself from the consequences involved in this 
unwartanted position, was by dividing the person 
of our blessed Lord, and representing him, not as 
having two natures in one person, but as having 
two persons, the one human and corrupt, the oth- 
er divine and holy. Thus, in p. 7 of the preface, 
he says, ‘* Whenever I attributed sinful propensi- 
ties, and dispositions, and inclinations to our 
Lord’s human nature, I am speaking of it as con- 
sidered apart from him in itself.’’ This was con- 
trary to the Confession of the Church of Scotland. 

With pain, but not with surprise, the commit- 
tee perceived that fundamental doctrines were 
mutilated and undermined in Mr. [rving’s specu- 
lations, and this was especially visible in respect 
to the grand doctrine of the atonement. 

The Report proceeded, secondly, to prove that 
the doctrine of the satisfaction of our blessed Lord, 
as taught by the Church, was in various instances 
turned into ridicule by Mr. Irving’s work. 

Thirdly, the work was charged as by necessary, 
though not avowed inference, of rendering the re- 
demption effected by Christ of no use; for if our 
Lord hada sinful nature, he wanted a redeemer 
himself, and could not, therefore, redeem others. 
Indeed this was hardly left to inference, for in 
the second page he expressed his belief that the 
Lord ‘‘ did bring his divine person into death, 
possessed humanity, into the one substance of 
manhood created in Adam; and, by the fall 
brought into a state of resistance to, and aliena- 
tion from God, of condemnation and proclivity to 
evil; and bearing it all upon his shoulders, in that 
very state in which God put it after Adam had 
fallen, did suffer its sorrows, its darkness, and hid- 
denness from the countenance of God.” And in 
page 95, the doctrine of the Church was ridiculed 
as a stock-jobbing Theology, thereby gainsaying 
the contession, chap. XL which said that Christ 
had made full satisfaction 
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Lastly, in the work was found a denj 
doctrine of imputation and substitutions 2 
page 117 he said, “* dway with it from my theot 
ogy for ever.” The committee, however une 
of opinion that the doctrine here impugned - 
one desived from God’s own words, in | Pet ia, 
2 Corinthians, v.; and Gal. iii.; and recognized, 
the 97th answer of the Larger Catechism, auq i. 
so in the Confession, chap. Xi. sec. 3. The bo 
port concluded by observing, thet the committee 
had thus set forth the errors they found in the 
work which they had examined, by the words of 
the gospel, and by the lights of the church, Hay. 
ing done thus, they had come to the Conclusion 
that there were in the work many things contr. 
ry to the truth. 

[Remarks were then made by several members 
generally in approbation of the report; it was then 
adopted by the Presbytery with only one dissep. 
tient vote.] 

The Rev. Mr. Crombie again rose and said 
that another thing remained, and it was exces. 
sively painful to him to be obliged to come for. 
ward. Hitherto they had been dealing with, 
book which had been published to the world, byt 
now they were driven by the conduct of their 
brother in withdrawing himself from their juris. 
diction, to pass some sentence upon himself; this 
was most painful, and had he come in even at this 
late hour and submitted, the Presbytery would 
have been best pleased to have disposed of the 
matter privately, and if possible, amicably. That 
however was not the case, and he should there. 
fore move 

** That from the Report of the Committee, and 
from their own knowledge, the Rev. Edward Ir. 
ving had published a work containing errors sub- 
versive of the doctrines of Christianity, and con- 
trary to the standards of the church, which 
therefore condemned; and as he had been thrice 
summoned, and refused to attend, it was hereby 
declared that he was no longer a member of this 
Presbytery, nor capable of being admitted until 
he publicly renounced the errors to which he had 
given rise, and which he had publicly propound- 
ed.”’ The question was put, and both motions 
were carried. 

Then follows an advertisement signed by Mr. 
Irving, David Brown a missionary, five elders, 
and six deacons, all of Mr. Irving’s congregation, 
denying that Mr. I. holds the doctrines imputed 
to him by the Presbytery, from which we extract 
the following sentence: ‘*We declare— 

** That we utterly detest and abhor any doc- 
trine that would charge with sin, original or actu- 
al, our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
whom we worship and adore as “‘ the very and 
eternal God, of one substance, and equal with 
the Father; who, when the fulness of the time 
was come, did take upov him man’s nature, with 
all the essential properties and common _infirmi- 
ties thereof, yet without sin’—**very God and 
very Man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man:” who in the days of his 
flesh was ‘‘ holy, harmiess, undefiled, and full of 
grace and truth;” ‘* who through the Eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God:” ‘ the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world;”’ ‘*a Lamb without blemish and without 
spot:” in which offering of himself ‘* he made 
proper, real, and full satisfaction to his Father's 
justice in our behaif.”’ 

It is certainly a remarkable trait in the charac- 
ter of all teachers of error, to deny their real sen- 
timents, whenever they are condemned, or when 
a developement would affect their interest or por 
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To Patrons.—As the 7th volume of the Religious Monitor is now 
nearly published, and will be completed by the meeting of Synod, _ 


it is hoped that our friends will avail themselves of the Opportunity, 


to transmit the amount to Synod, which may be done; and if such — 


: opportunity should not offer, money may be sent to us by mail, and 
at bur expence where $5 00 or more is enclosed. 


As some persons have supposed there was a typographical error in the printed Minutes of _ 


last meeting, in which it is stated that the next meeting will take place the 2d W 
of May, we deem it proper to state that the Synod did adjourn to meet +t Connonp 
burgh the 2d Wednesday of May 1831, and not the 4th, as has heretofore been custe 


mary. 
—a— 


TO PATRONS. 
tr is hoped that the alterations we have made in our plan of publishing the Monitor will be acceptable. 
Much more reading will be given than heretofore, without any additional expense; and by , 
the numbers and binding two volumes into one, they will make a handsomely proportioned : 
save nearly one-half the expense in binding. Having found some inconvenience heretofore from the 
want of Greek type, we have procured a fount. . 


We shall print, for the present, a surplus number, expecting that they will be called for. 
. Terms $2,00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting of the Associate Synod 


In addition to the ministers and preachers of the Associate church, the following persons are autha- 
ized to act as agents: 


James Moorhead, Mercer, Mercer Co. Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 

John Smart, Huntingdon, Pa. Wm. Morris, Baltimore, Md. 

Andrew Monroe, Cannonsb , Pa. M’Neil & Stevenson, Cambridge, Washington 
John P. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. © Co. N. Y. 

John M’Cleary, York Centre, Livingston Co. A. Bachop, le, Washi Co. N. Y. 


Piss Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Samuel Preston, Jr. Abingdon, Va. 


gionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Wlinois, and Missouri, are requested to make payment to the Synod’s Mie 


Agents or others may enclose money to us at Our r:sk, and at our expense where more than $6 is en- 
closed. 


{cPThe Post-O;lice to which the work is directed should al- 
CPways be named, when money is forwarded. This is very im- 
fcP portant; for it is the only guide we have to give credits accu- 
iP rately, as there is a number of names alike on our list, direct 
{cPed to different Post-Oilices. 2} 


*,°* All letters relating to the Monitor, whather they contain communications for our pages, or names 


@f subscribers, or remittances of money, suduld pe addressed to B. D. Pacharp & Co. or to Cuauy- 
cxuxy WxssTER, 71 State-street, Albany. ‘ 
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